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Because if I have had to endure a lifetime of cultural repression, then you can manage a
few
seconds of eye contact with your forefather’s sins.
I digress.
I am of two hands and two minds and to be of two homes is to be of two hearts.
You can never fit them both into your chest.
So this is the incomplete story of those of us who walked on water before we walked on
land
– who change skins the same way we change clothes – those of us who speak in one

This is the story of the 140 million sun dipped children of the continent who are saying that
racial equality is not a conversation.
It is an announcement.
And who, for the first time, are looking back and thinking that perhaps they were sent to
chase someone else’s happy ending.

I still keep my passports stacked on my bedside table – remembering each of them for
what

We are privileged because we were given the chance to leave. But perhaps, infinitely more
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INTRODUCTION

The United Nations protocol on trafficking defines trafficking in humans as “all
acts related to recruitment, transport, sale or purchase of individuals through
force, fraud or other coercive means for the purpose of exploitation.
Nigeria is a well-known source for International Human Trafficking. Many
hundreds of young Nigerian girls are trafficked to Europe and Asia yearly, where
they are put to work in brothels, clubs and even made to prostitute on the
streets. Internal trafficking is also prevalent in Nigeria, where young boys and
girls are recruited from poor and impoverished families in rural areas with a
promise of a better life in the city and are then sold into domestic servitude as
houseboys/girls. These victims often have to endure the hardship and are left
under continuous threat of physical harm.
In recent times, human trafficking, particularly in young girls and women, has
come to be associated with Edo State, Nigeria. Considering that Edo State is
neither the least educated nor least developed state in Nigeria, the question
arises as to why this is so. The recent one day conference on the root causes of
human trafficking, organized by the Edo State Task-force Against Human
Trafficking (ETAHT) was convened to deliberate on this puzzle, to help drive
focus and problem solving activities to ensure a cessation of this troubling
phenomenon.
This conference, which was organized in collaboration with the European Union
(EU) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) had a carefully
selected mix of 150 participants, including the Executive Governor of Edo State,
the Ambassadors of the European Union; the Representatives of IOM, ILO;
Representative of the Oba of Benin Foundation, and other Civil Society Groups
amongst others.
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SOLVING THE CONUNDRUM - PROFESSOR YINKA OMOROGBE

The first presentation was given by Prof. Yinka Omorogbe, the Chairperson of the
Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking, who is also the Attorney General
and Commissioner for Justice, Edo State of Nigeria. She stated that human
trafficking in Edo state is a complex issue, which the Taskforce was established to
address, in August 2017. To effectively do this, it is essential to examine the root
causes of Human Trafficking in Edo State to engender a better understanding of
the problem and lead to concrete solution, and to take the right decisions as to the
best ways to ensure its eradication.
The Benin Empire has a rich history, dating back to over a thousand years. It is an
example of a great civilisation which richly deserves a place in any list of the worlds
rich cultures. Whilst the splendour of Benin art is known through the various bronze
and ivory sculptures that were looted from the palace of the Oba of Benin in 1897,
Benin is much more than the home of exquisite and gifted artwork. It is a place with
established systems and processes, where science, planning and organisation met
to create a structured society, headed the Oba as a god-king. It was a city that
caused the Portuguese, who were the first to report to the western world about
this ‘deiscovered’ civilisation, often had cause to exclaim in amazement,
commenting on the wide roads, well-lit streets, cleanliness, architecture and
engineering- the latter being epitomised by the moat of Benin, and the maze of
earthworks found all over Benin. Medieval art in the 16th and 17th centuries shows
a well-ordered and planned city. Olfert Dapper, the painter described the Benin
Kingdom as thus: “Houses are built alongside the streets in good order, the one
close to the other, adorned with gables and steps … they are usually broad with
long galleries inside, especially so in the case of the houses of the nobility, and
divided into many rooms which are separated by walls made of red clay, very well
erected.” He added that wealthy residents kept these walls “as shiny and smooth
by washing and rubbing as any wall in Holland can be made with chalk, and they are
like mirrors. The upper storeys are made of the same sort of clay. Moreover, every
house is provided with a well for the supply of fresh water”. It was further described
as being free of crime and hunger.
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In Chafariz del Rey, a fairly well-known painting by an unknown person, of a
square in Lisbon and dated between 1570-1580, a black noble man on a horse
is conspicuously seen in the forefront. Bearing in mind the fact that the Binis
had already actively traded with Portugal by then, and it is reputed that some
members of Benin nobility had visited Portugal by that time, it is reasonable to
suppose that the black nobleman in that picture was from Benin.
This raises the following questions:
How did it all change?
How did Edo move from being known for the beauty of her
geographically designed cities to being known for the hub
of human trafficking in women and Children?
Why are known traffickers not stigmatized?
Why is it an accepted practice for Edos to traffic their
daughters and wives?
Can we say that poverty is the reason/cause in view of the
fact that Edo State is not the poorest State in Nigeria and
some women in urban Benin have voluntarily chosen to be
sex workers when women from neighboring states have not
done so even though they hail from poorer states?
Is the status of women worse in Benin and Esan than in
other places around the world?
Are there certain peculiarities that have led to this practice?
The mandate of the Taskforce is to eradicate trafficking of Edo persons, NOT to introduce
palliative measures. Examining the root causes of this peculiar phenomenon is therefore a
very serious exercise. For the Taskforce, this involves solving or at least understanding this
conundrum; Why are a disproportionate number of trafficked victims from Edo state,
particularly from the Benin Kingdom, and Esanland? Furthermore, why is trafficking in
girls and women an accepted practice in these areas? Why are known traffickers not
stigmatized, but instead are often respected or celebrated persons in their communities?
Why is it an accepted practice for Edo persons to traffick their daughters or even their
wives, bearing in mind that these are essentially acts of family cannibalism)?
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Clearly it was not merely a problem of poverty. Whilst that could be a reason, it was
neither the only nor the main reason. She recalled that, in the 1980s trafficking in
Benin involved urban women who voluntarily chose to be sex workers in Europe,
after which they became ‘madams’ or traffickers. These women were often from
middle class or aristocratic (chieftaincy) homes, and not from deprived homes. She
also reminded the audience that only a couple of hours away there are the poor rural
communities in Ekiti and Ondo states, where trafficking of wives and daughters is
anathema.
She asked two more questions, the consideration of which could throw light on the
issue.
• Is the status of women worse in Benin and Esan than in the numerous places
all over the world where it is still an issue?
• Are there certain peculiarities that have led to the emergence of a practice
that would normally be abhorrent to the average person?
In conclusion, Professor Omorogbe ended with two short comments. The first occurred when
she was about ten (10) years old; she went on a tour in Benin City with her uncle and brother. In
the course of the tour, she was prohibited from touching a lot of things because she was
female, while her brother was allowed to touch anything he felt inclined to touch. With
hindsight, she could see that this discrimination was clearly based on traditional notions of
gender. The second comment was a Benin proverb which goes thus: “ede na ya bio ‘khuo, eghe
na mu ria ere no”. When translated the proverb means "The time spent in birthing and nurturing
a female child, is a wasted time.” What belief system had birthed such a proverb? On that note,
she ended her presentation and wished the audience happy deliberations.
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REMARKS BY DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
ENIRA KRDZALIC, THE CHIEF OF MISSION, INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION FOR MIGRATION (IOM)

Mr Abraham Tamrat, Programme Manager, Migration Management,
International Organisation for Migration (IOM), represented Enira
Krdzalic, the Chief of Mission. In his remarks, he apologized for Mr
Krdzalic’s absence, and appreciated the State Government’s
initiative in establishing the Taskforce, and holding a programme
to address the root causes of trafficking in Edo state. He noted
the significance of the fact that the conference was holding on
the World Day against Trafficking in Persons. He stated further
that, today people particularly the youths, has easier access to
information regarding migration and are thus less subject to being
misinformed and exploited by fraudulent people.
Irregular immigration and human trafficking involves a whole lot more than the vulnerable people
and victims could ever imagine. For example, it involves sexual exploitation as well as the
conscription of males for war. In more recent times, over 64,000 persons have reached the
borders of European Countries in particular, Italy. A good percentage of these are Nigerians. These
people have been exposed to various forms of exploitation in the course of their journey, with a
high percentage being exploited for forced labour. The International Organisation for Migration
(IOM) therefore appreciated Edo State Government for their initiative and for taking action to
eradicate this scourge. He hoped that this session would provide insight which will inform the
action of the IOM and partnerships going forward.
REMARKS BY HIS EXCELLENCY - MR RICHARD YOUNG, DEPUTY HEAD OF MISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
UNION TO NIGERIA AND ECOWAS

In his remarks, His Excellency, the Deputy Head of the European Union Delegation to Nigeria and
ECOWAS commended the uniqueness of Prof. Yinka Omorogbe’s presentation and reiterated the
fact that the problem of irregular migration and human trafficking has become endemic. He stated
that this conference was organized because thousands of persons risk their lives and limbs by
boarding unseaworthy boats to migrate from their countries to greener pastures and instead of
finding the better life which they seek, they find modern day slavery and narcotics’ instead. 170,
000 - 180, 000 persons are currently in Libya. Of these abut 60,000 are Nigerians. The largest
number i.e. about 50% of these Nigerians which is approximately 30,000 Nigerians in Libya today
are from Edo State. The effort made by the Edo State government to curb/eradicate this menace
is laudable. This effort includes the inauguration of ETAHT which has four pillars to wit: returnee
resettlement and re-integration, reducing irregular migration, eradicating human trafficking and
providing quality public services to at-risk communities.
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The EU is ready to work with IOM, Edo State, and the World
Bank etc to eradicate this problem and in furtherance of this;
this conference will consider how enhancing the socioeconomic condition of the state can help to resolve this
problem. How will sanitation, better roads etc impact on this
problem. There is a need to check from time to time to see if
we are doing the right thing. Although asking the question ‘why
Edo state?’ may make us uncomfortable today, we need to
answer this question and we hope the discomfort would move
us to take action.

REMARKS BY CHIEF S.U. IGBE, IYASE OF BENIN

Chief S. U. Igbe, the Iyase of Benin, expressed the fact that he
is very uncomfortable with the reputation that Edo State now
has regarding human trafficking and illegal immigration. He
explained that he is often embarrassed when different groups
from Europe visit Benin in connection with these activities; this
is even more so when they come with videos of our daughters
on the streets of Europe to show him and ask him if the
activities our daughters engage in in Europe are part of our
custom. In view of this, he welcomed any effort which will help
to eradicate this problem and change the reputation of Benin
City as the capital of prostitution.
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WELCOME ADDRESS
BY HIS EXCELLENCY MR GODWIN OBASEKI, EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR OF EDO STATE

At this point, the Executive Governor of Edo State, Mr. Godwin
Nogheghase Obaseki arrived and was ushered into the hall. The
National anthem as taken and he commenced his welcome
address. His Excellency expressed his joy at the convening of the
conference and his delight to see the array of eminent
personalities present, showing that Edo State is making progress
in the fight against irregular migration and human trafficking. He
stated that addressing the crisis has opened up different
perspectives on the way and manner that the scourge of illegal
migration and human trafficking can be eradicated, and that a
workshop of this nature would serve as an incubator of solutions.
He mentioned the fact that during his campaigns, he was told that
he could not talk about the issues of illegal migration or human
it is not the
trafficking because if he did, he would lose votes. On account of
this, he did not talk about it at the time. However, since he became Edo Culture
to prostitute
the governor, he has seen how devastating and dehumanizing the
scourge is.
The complexity of the problem is what has brought about this conference. If there was a direct
solution, it would have since been solved. Like the Iyase said, it is not the Edo culture to
prostitute, so how did we get here? The first stage to resolving any problem is acceptance
and he stated that his government had accepted that there was a problem. The Edo
government had also accepted that, even if there was external assistance to resolve the
problem, the solution would have to be found by the people, and in his opinion, the solution lay
with the people of Edo state.
From empirical data available, four issues had been found to be the drivers of this
problem. After interviewing and profiling over 3,000 deportees, the primary reasons
advanced by them for embarking on their journeys were:
i. Economic Pressure
ii. Family Pressure
iii. Lack of Jobs
iv. Sheer ignorance and Lack of access to regular means of migration
It is notable that these reasons are not exclusive to Edo state. Economic pressure
affects other states as well, family pressure is also not peculiar to Edo state, and
lack of jobs too is not peculiar to Edo state. In fact, looking at the statistics of the
Jobless in Nigeria, Edo State does not have the highest percentage of jobless
people. Again, sheer ignorance was not something that was peculiar to Edo state,
and was probably aided by the adventurous nature of youths and peer pressure.
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Mr Obaseki stated that under his watch, Edo State would continue to consider
the problems of illegal migration and human trafficking as priorities, and he
vowed to reduce these scourges to the barest minimum before the end of his
first tenure. To this end, the State Government had developed her own response
to resolve the problem, termed the Managing Migration through Development
Programme, under which the multifarious factors responsible would be examined
and dealt with. Presently, all returnees were being treated with dignity and
empathy, under a programme of reintegration under the Taskforce, which
included medical screening, counselling, and psychosocial treatment-analysis,
vocational training, long term shelter where needed, and other forms of support.
The Governor further considered measures that should be put in place to reduce irregular
migration and human trafficking, considering the factors that have so far been identified. In
the area of criminal law, the state had enacted the anti trafficking law, under which
traffickers would be prosecuted, convicted and jailed. In the area of lack of access to
development, the government was also taking significant steps. It had discovered that
several of the areas where trafficking is endemic actually lack significant government
presence. One of his responses was to take the government straight to the grass root. To
this end, Governor Obaseki had set up ward development committees, that would provide a
forum for ward participation in determining the needs of the wards. For example,
Uhunmwonde and Orhionmwon Local government Areas occupy about 1/3 of the total land
mass of Edo State with almost half a million people residing there, yet neither of these local
governments have a single ATM.
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Life has thus been made unbearable and unattractive. While he was growing up, he
recollected that these areas had lucrative cocoa and rubber farms which helped to
sustain livelihoods of people in these areas. With the focus on crude oil as the main
source of foreign exchange in Nigeria, and the collapse of the agricultural sector,
the inhabitants of these communities had grown poorer. Sustaining livelihoods here
had become a challenge which had caused migration to the cities. According to the
Governor, they would leave their homes and come to the outskirts of Benin, often to
areas preceded by the word ‘Upper.’ Once in the city, they were now susceptible to
traffickers.
The governor stated that the Conference should not be satisfied with the regular
excuses given for trafficking, but that participants should dig deep to find the root
causes of human trafficking in Edo state and the way in which it is evolving,
particularly as present statistics show som significant changes. Data shows that
70% of the persons presently travelling irregularly are male. His Excellency ended by
expressing his certainty that, with the support of the Oba and the Palace, that the
state now enjoyed, the menace would be decisively tackled.

9

TASKFORCE FIELD STUDY PRESENTATION
MR CHIGOZIE OKEREKE

Speaking on the field study designed to answer the question, ‘Why are Edo Girls
Trafficked?’ Mr. Chigozie Okereke, a member of the Edo State Taskforce Against
Human Trafficking (ETAHT) stated that human trafficking refers to the transfer of
persons from one state to another as well as aiding and abetting of clandestine
immigration by the use of force, deceit and blackmail. It is a community based crime
which can only thrive in communities where the falsehood of traffickers is promoted.
To achieve their aim, traffickers play on factors such as poverty, ignorance,
government failure, weak family values, eroded societal morals and norms by
promising the victims and their families a better life at the destination countries.
He stated further that, to understand the issue of human trafficking
and irregular migration, it is necessary to ask pertinent questions like:
i. Why is Edo State the most affected State?
ii. Has there been a peculiar social change in Edo State compared to
other states in the country that has given rise to the huge occurrence
in the State?
iii. Why then do we have this high rate of human trafficking?
The study was designed to answer these questions from both
Social/Cultural and Psycho/Psychiatric perspectives.
Data received from the study showed that 30% of 3,735 returnees received
since the last quarter of 2017, reside at Ikpoba-Okha Local Government. One of
the most popular communities in Ikpoba-Okha Local Government is Nomayo and it
is the community were several of these returnees are resident and on the basis of
the above, Nomayo was chosen for the study. Using the door to door method to
select respondents in order to get an appropriate spread and representation, the
study used a questionnaire with open ended questions as instrument of data
collection. 50 in-depth interviews were conducted.
Interestingly, the meaning of Nomayo is ‘the one who didn’t travel’
and it is located off Upper Sakpoba road, which is an area where
Taskforce statistics show that most people are trafficked or lured
into migrating irregularly. Nomayo, which is two and a half
kilometer away from the City centre, has only one Government
school, one healthcare centre and two markets. The community is Returnees residing at Ikpoba-Okha
made of youths as the average age of the population is within the Returnees residing off Ikpoba-Okha
ages of 21 to 36 years. The primary business activity in the
community is petty trading. The community has limited opportunities as a result of
its poor socio-economic facilities and this apparently is the push factor which
traffickers exploit.
A video clip of the Nomayo field study was played. Most of the people interviewed
said that they have relatives who have migrated; that irregular migration is an
acceptable form of livelihood or earning a living and the most common reason
giving for such migration is poverty.
10
30%

70%

Answers given by respondents to the questionnaires revealed as follows;
i. In Nomayo community travelling abroad is believed to be a major path to escape
poverty.
ii. Over 56% of the participants accept that travelling abroad is a welcome
development; 16% strongly reject the idea and 28% say it’s normal.
iii. Virtually every household in Nomayo has at least two (2) to three (3) persons that
live in Europe.
iv. The statistic in iii above is considered to be an achievement and it is generally
agreed by the participants that this has contributed to the economic fortune of these
households.
v. Other young people are under pressure by both family members, peer-groups and
the community to travel abroad in other to escape poverty.
vi. 60% of the participants said they won’t advise their daughters to travel abroad for
sex trade.
vii. Over 80% of the respondents agreed that they celebrate and respect their
daughters that return from abroad and they see nothing wrong with their daughters
going to Europe to earn money to assist their family.
From these findings, it is obvious that there are incentives to
travel abroad in Nomayo community. Parents do not see anything
wrong in sending their children abroad to do all kind of jobs. There is
also the presence of human trafficking network in the community
which promote falsehood regarding immigration among vulnerable Celebrate travel and return to europe
young girls in Nomayo community.
Didn't celebrate travel to europe
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS
HUMAN TRAFFICKING: AN INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN DISASTER OF THE
21ST CENTURY
DR AYOADE ALAKIJA

The Keynote Address was given by Dr.
Ayoade Alakija, on the title ‘Human
Trafficking: An International
Humanitarian Disaster of the 21st
Century.’ She stated that the present
situation in Nigeria was heart breaking
and disheartening. She stated that she
is an only child and her father was told
several times to ‘go and marry another
wife so that he can have more sons’ but
his response was that “that girl (the
Speaker) would be more than ten (10)
sons to him”. She thereafter sought
permission to invite her only child,
Danielle, to present a poem which she
had gotten permission to go and
present at the United Nations later in
2018, on the problem of migration. After
the presentation which was received
with applause, she described herself as
a migrant, as she had migrated regularly
because she married someone with a
British passport. She left Nigeria for
several years, and came back to meet
one of the worst humanitarian crisis of
all time in this country.
According to her, typically, humanitarian crises cause illegal migration, but in Edo State
the reverse is the case; here we are dealing with a situation where the irregular
migration is causing a humanitarian crisis. She has been to many regions which are
affected by the scourge; however, in her opinion, it is not a problem of poverty, as she
has had physical contact with some people who are involved and who are in no way
poor. In her opinion, Nigeria’s wealth was immense, but there were deep societal
inequalities. There was a need for Nigerians/Edo Indigenes to know who they were. If
Nigerians knew who they were, the country would not be on the brink of the worst
humanitarian crisis of the 21st century.
12

Dr Alakija stated that Niger, Egypt, Chad, Sudan and Ghana
have far worse situations than Nigeria, however, of the
Sub-saharan immigrants, an April 2018 migrant report for
Libya puts the number of Nigerian migrants in Libya at 56,
798 which is 8% of the Libyan migrant population. This puts
Nigeria in the position of 6th largest migrant community in
Libya. Niger is first with 17%, Egypt second with 17%, Chad
third with 12%, Sudan is fourth with 10%, Ghana is fifth
with 9% and Nigeria comes sixth. The IOM population flow
monitoring points puts the statistics of population flow
from Nigeria though Kano at 1,037 persons per day with
70% being males and 14% being females. 16% are minors
with 10% of the minors being males and 6% females. This
puts the percentage of males at 80% and females both
young and old at 20%. The fact that 1,037 persons are
migrating irregularly through Kano and arriving in Tripoli
everyday speaks to the fact that we have a humanitarian
disaster on our hands. At least 50% of the migrants are
from Edo State.
She stated that when people think about migration, they think about it as moving to
better things; however, the reverse is often the case. Irregular migrants are treated
are sub human. Upon hearing the plight of Nigerians in Libya, she decided to go to
Libya to see for herself. In the course of discussions, when she advocated for better
treatment for the migrants, the Ambassador of Libya to the United Nations said “if
your people cross the desert to our country, they deserve to be treated as subhuman”. It was so bad that the United Nations said that they could not provide
security for her to complete her quest to go to Libya to see the plight of Nigerian
immigrants further than Tunisia. This she surmised was because she might be
mistaken and treated as an irregular migrant herself.
She posed the rhetorical question; ‘why is this a humanitarian crisis?’ In answer she
stated that the people leaving Nigeria are leaving by bus, losing lives and facing
extremely desperate situations and hardship, and are at risk of death and maiming;
they are losing their dignity. She urged the participants to multiply the number of
persons leaving the country to Libya daily (1,037) by 365 days of the year and say
that this is not a humanitarian crisis.
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She expounded further that Nigeria is projected to be the third largest population
in the world by 2030. In fact, Nigeria’s population hit 200, 000, 000 (two hundred
million) officially at about May 2018, but the brightest minds, the strongest and
the best were being lost to migration both regular and irregular. Analyzing the
trend further, she stated that during the International World Federation (IWF)
world championship in London in 2017, if the Nigerians representing other nations
who had medals were counted and tallied up as a country, Nigeria would have come
third. This she said was even more noteworthy because when you look at the
Nigerian sports men and women in the world, many of them are from the Edo/Delta
region So the question she posed is: why have we not stemmed the tide of legal
and illegal migration in Nigeria and in particular Edo state?
She mentioned that in Brussels, the EU was asking why
should they give Nigerians the money they were requesting
for humanitarian assistance and that she responded that ‘if
they don’t give such aid to Nigeria, they would have 180
million Nigerians like her on their doorstep sooner rather than
later.’ She said that Nigeria is often referred to as having
between the 3rd – 5th global humanitarian crisis at the
moment. The reason for this is not far-fetched; Nigeria has
25.1 million people in the six (6) northern states of Nigeria
who are affected by ISIS and Boko Haram attacks.
However, IDPs are only part of the Nigerian problem. Irregular migration has also
contributed to and exacerbated the humanitarian crisis. In addition to a
humanitarian crisis triggering a wave of migration, as in the north east; in Nigeria
we have migration triggering a humanitarian crisis, as has occurred all over the
country, with Edo state being particularly impacted. The people coming back into
Nigeria are coming back in severe need of acute humanitarian attention. She also
spoke about people who are resident in the vulnerable host communities, which
the governor had referred to as the ‘Uppers,’ noting that these ‘uppers’ were
affected communities that were in fact going through a humanitarian crisis. She
emphasized that affected people are not just those that have returned and their
families, but the whole community. Elucidating, she said someone who has been to
Italy, for example, and comes back no matter how badly they were treated would
not want to go back or stay in a rural community without social amenities. Poor
development in this context therefore becomes a root cause of irregular migration
and human trafficking. She said that the Edo State task force on human trafficking
is currently providing food for returnees, medical services, shelter etc; and that
these are acute humanitarian services. Using the example of 25.1 million affected
persons in the six state of the north east, last year 10.2 million people were in
desperate need of acute humanitarian services, 5.2 million were at risk of famine,
and food supplies had to be provided by the World Food Programme (WFP) for
these persons. Of that 10.2 million, 5.9 million of these were women. She advised
that it is necessary therefore for Edo state to start to consider the problem of
human trafficking and irregular migration in this context and analyze what her own
humanitarian needs are likely to be, as she is already providing acute humanitarian
services for her returnees as part of the activities of the Taskforce.
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Moving further, she asked ‘What is the role of gender in all this?’ Answering the
question she said that it would be foolhardy to say that prostitution is not our
culture as culture is dynamic and not static, and some of these bad habits are
becoming our culture. We need to stop them before we regret them. Rather than
refute the conclusions that are based on statistics about the number of sex
workers and where they come from, it would be better to seek solutions to the
push factors within our families, our homes, our communities. It is necessary to
find out what has pushed us into that position culturally.
Giving an example of why we need to find out what the cultural push factors are,
she told the story of a 19-year-old young lady who had been a member of Boko
Haram. She had not been captured but was recruited by her uncle and stayed with
them for ten (10) years. She was rescued recently and brought back, put in a hijab,
put in a camp and given menial tasks. The young girl said ‘This is rubbish! In
Sambisa forest, I am a madam!!! They put me on top of an armored truck to shoot
gun.’ Despite what she was doing in the Sambisa forest, the young girl felt
included and felt she had status. She said ‘my father had twenty plus (20+)
children and he does not even know my name but with the Boko Haram, I felt
included. I would rather go back and be detonated as a living bomb than live this
life of servitude.’ She thus preferred to be detonated as a living bomb because she
believed it gave her status in the hereafter.
Dr Alakija, drawing an analogy from the experience of the young girl, was of the
opinion that gender factors played a role in the present problems plaguing the
Kanem Bornu and Benin empires, in that while girls were being trafficked in the
Benin Kingdom (Benin City) as sex workers and menial workers, in the Kanem-Borno
empire they were trafficked as sex slaves and living bombs. She thus surmised
that there is a need to start asking questions like, ‘what in the Edo culture makes
it so easy to treat the girl-child like she is less than who she is?’ ‘Why are we not
dealing with the root factors in our families?’
Concluding her topic, she said that in 2017, 27 girls were buried in Paloma,
Italy.When she made enquiries as to whether Nigeria was represented by the
Embassy in Italy, the response was ‘Where? Those loose girls that come across
the world for God knows what?’ She said that those 27 girls were given a decent
burial by the Italian government but unacknowledged by Nigeria. She thus
concluded by saying, ‘We need to stop blaming the victim.’
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YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW: THE HISTORY OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING
AND PATTERNS IN GROUP PSYCHE
OLUFEYI FAWEHINMI

Olufeyi Fawehinmi’s presentation was titled ‘Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow: History of
Human Trafficking and patterns in Group Psyche. His premise was that the root causes
of trafficking in Edo State have to be analyzed historically, and he quoted the famous
black American writer James Baldwin, who said that “the great force of history comes
from the fact that we carry it within us, are unconsciously controlled by it in many ways
and history is literally present in all that we do”. Feyi Fawehinmi posed the following
questions;
- How long are we subject to the demands of history?
- Are we going to be slaves of history forever without being able to do anything about it?
To make his point he spoke briefly about England, saying that the historical divide of
Northern and Southern England which persists till date, gives credence to the power of
history. He told the story of the King of England, Edward the Confessor, who died in
January 1066, without an heir. Before he died, he handed over to Harold his brother-in
law. However, William the Conqueror, the Duke of Normandy and Edward’s cousin, felt he
had a right to the throne, built a fleet of ships, invaded England from the south, fought
what was known as the battle of Hastings, killed Harold and took over the throne of
England. Despite his victory, the people in Northern England refused to acknowledge him
as king and started to rebel against him. In a bid to consolidate his power, he started a
brutal campaign of slaughter and pillage which became known as the ‘harrying of the
north,’ burning down villages and destroying food crops and livestock. The result was an
impoverished North, and according to Mr Fawehinmi, the root of the persisting inequality
between the north and the wealthier south of England today. Even though this happened
some 950 years ago, his opinion was that an attempt to ex-ray the dichotomy of North
England and South England would be incomplete without analyzing the history of
England. He used this as an example of how history can impact society centuries later.
Mr Fawehinmi’s main historical hypothesis centered around activities of Oba Ozolua the
Conqueror, whose reign from 1483 - 1514 was synonymous with the expansion of the
Benin kingdom. In furtherance of his expansion agenda, the Oba needed all of his men
and arms to fight wars. In the late 15th century when Portuguese traders turned up
seeking to buy slaves on behalf of the Spanish, the Oba initially traded some slaves with
them but later on realized that selling men would deprive him of the army to fight his
wars especially as the demand for them increased. He then decided to create two
markets for the slaves, one for males and another for female slaves. He deliberately
under supplied the male market, only with non-Benin men, but fully supplied the female
market. This sale of females continued for over 200 years and and through the reign of
eight (8) successive kings. No other King has a record of having sold female slaves. This
focused sale of females instead of males amounted to a devaluation of women, and
meant that female children were often abducted while males were left untouched.
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According to him, if women are sold, and men are not, then it changes the way people
invest in their human capital. A man who is valuable as a soldier will be fed and given
everything they needed to grow into healthy and strong warriors. If a woman was
going to be sold as a slave, then it made sense to keep your costs down as much as
possible- there would be no need to invest in training the females since they would
eventually be sold off into slavery. He believed that this historical practice was the
root of the present practice of human trafficking of Edo females.
Mr. Fawehinmi pointed out that travelling abroad was not really the problem; rather,
the problem was what the women who are trafficked abroad go there to do. This he
said is the challenge that we need to resolve. He drew participants minds back to
the fact that in the 80’s some Benin men went to Italy to pick tomatoes and came
back but they were not spoken about in an ill manner. He therefore surmised that if
Edo girls go abroad and become doctors, lawyers or other types of professionals,
there would not be a problem. He stated that many Nigerians/Edos who travel
abroad, end up being sex workers because they have nothing to offer aside from
their bodies and said that what one ends up doing abroad is a function of the human
capital they possess from where they are coming from.
Expounding on this premise, he referred participants to an article titled ‘The
Desperate Journey of Trafficked Girls,’ published in the New Yorker, wherein there
was an article about Chinese women in Italy., which mentioned that these Chinese
women are trafficked to Italy for forced labor and end up in designer factories where
they engage in jobs like bags and shoes production. The same New Yorker magazine
subsequently talked about Nigerian/Edo girls and stated that having being
trafficked; the Edo girls end up being sex workers. Mr Fawehinmi thus argued that if
we do not invest in our women at home, when they travel broad, they will have
nothing to fall back on and this according to him is where history comes back to
haunt us. He opined that the decision to sell women over 500 years ago was a
devaluation of women with dire consequences today. He therefore canvassed that
from birth, we must begin to insure the girl child from the effects of this devaluation
by changing things around and spending money on them so that should they end up
abroad, they will be a credit to us, to society because we have armed them with
knowledge which will dignify us.
Concluding his part, Mr.
Fawehinmi said that history is
not destiny, yesterday is gone,
today is now and tomorrow is
blank with opportunity for
right investments to correct
the errors of the past.
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MAKING HUMAN TRAFFICKING HISTORY IN EDO STATE
PROF CHRISTIANA OKOJIE

Economic causes

i. Poverty:
60% of Nigerians live below the poverty line. Edo state may not be the poorest state but
poverty in Edo state is pervasive especially in the rural areas. There is low agricultural
productivity and income as the farming and food processing technology is outdated. There
is little or no access to finance, and poor infrastructure facilities. All these hinder farming
activities.
ii. Low level of industrialization and dominance of the informal sector
The State is not industrialized and is essentially a civil service state. The informal sector,
be it urban or rural is the main source of employment and so working conditions and
earnings are poor. There is also lack of access to credit for startup, expansion etc
iii. High Level of Youth unemployment
The inability to find jobs particularly paid employment, predisposes youths to engage in
irregular migration and trafficking. Parents support the decisions of their youths to migrate
or allow them be trafficked because of the lack of jobs.
iv. Underdevelopment, especially of the rural areas.
Poor socio-economic conditions and the lack of economic opportunities in both the rural
and urban areas of Edo State discourage youths from staying in the state. They are aware of
better living conditions in foreign countries and are of the opinion that the political class
has ‘co-opted the dividends of democracy.’
v. Demand for services of sex workers and human organs in destination countries.
Without demand, there can be no supply. The fact that there is a high demand for sex
workers as well as the demand for organ donors fuels the human trafficking trade.
vi. Development of a ‘migration corridor’
Certain factors operate as a migration corridor. These factors include the availability of
friends and family who are abroad and are readily available to provide information about
‘opportunities’ in these foreign countries as well as information on how to get there;
success stories of victims and achievements particularly of female victims. Such
achievements in Benin include buildings and cars, remittance of monies to family members;
the existence of madams in the foreign countries and gangs along the route who facilitate
and lubricate the migration process. The existence of this migration corridor ensures that
once the flow has started, it will most likely continue for a long time. Once established, it
only gathers momentum.
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Socio-Cultural Causes

i.
Demography
Statistics shows that many victims hail from large/polygamous families. Poverty and rivalries
in these family systems encourage irregular migration and human trafficking. There is a need to
regulate and reduce family sizes. For these we need to enhance family planning services.
ii.
Attitudes of Youths
Most educated youths prefer white collared jobs/waged employment, which are far less readily
available than manual jobs. The value system respects wealth irrespective of its source and
the reward system does not seem to encourage hard work, as touts and the uneducated drive
big cars and own big buildings. Thus misconceptions about job availability and better quality of
life in foreign countries serve as pull factors encouraging human trafficking and irregular
migration.
iii.
Religious Messages
Prosperity preaching in new generation churches, as well as visa and travel testimonies from
pulpits have enhanced the desire of youths to succeed and also give their own testimonies.
Pastors praying for the success of victims of human trafficking to arrive safely at their
destinations instead of preaching against present the practice as normal and acceptable.
iv.
Gender inequality/patriarchy
Trafficking in women and girls for the purpose of prostitution is deeply rooted in the structural
oppression and marginalization of women. Economic, social and legal and political inequalities
in origin countries provide a breeding ground for the trafficking of women and girls. In most
Nigerian societies, girls are valued less than boys. In less affluent families, they are expected
to sacrifice their education and take on domestic responsibilities to cater for their siblings and
parents.
v.
Inheritance laws/widowhood practices
Inheritance laws in most Nigerian societies confer an inferior status on widows, render them
vulnerable, and make them at the mercy of the first son, by excluding them from the devolution
of their fathers and husband’s estates. Many poor women live in fear of being homeless and
therefore support and even encourage their daughters to be trafficked so that they will earn
money and build houses that they can live in if they are widowed. Swearing of Juju oaths
Female victims are forced to swear oaths before shrines in order to ensure that they pay their
debts and do not reveal the names of their madams. The fear instilled by these oaths not only
keep the victims captive but encourages traffickers to be bold and continue the business in
the belief that they will never be caught.
vi.
Trafficking as a status symbol
Studies have shown that upon return, madams and victims of human trafficking enjoy
enhanced status in society. Prostitution is no longer seen as a taboo but as an accepted
income-earning activity.
viii. Ignorance of the realities of human trafficking and human smuggling
Many of the potential victims of human trafficking are not aware of the horrendous
experiences that might be their plight. They see pictures of successful victims and the
scenery as well as the dividends of the human trafficking. They are not told about the risks, or
that the journey will be horrendous; they only hear about the wonderful conditions in the
destination countries and how well those who have gone before them are doing.
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Political Causes

i.
Poor Governance
One of the most visible push factors for human trafficking and irregular migration is
poor governance, which has contributed to the under-development of rural communities.
Poor governance is reflected in corruption at various levels and is manifested in the
embezzlement and misuse of public funds by government officials, corruption by border
authorities, and the bribery of government officials for jobs where merit is sacrificed on
the altar of nepotism and there is lack of accountability by political office holders. All
these practices have led youths to become frustrated and to lose hope in the country
and this in turn makes them search for better opportunities outside the country.
ii.
High literacy rates/high enrolments/turnout of graduates and absence of
man power planning
Edo state has hundreds of secondary schools, both private and public, at least three (3)
polytechnics and about six (6) universities all of which churn out graduates annually.
Without the manpower planning to synchronize demand for various skills with output
from educational institutions, and no jobs to absorb them, these are susceptible to
trafficking or migrant smuggling. This is even more so with university graduates
because education has opened their eyes to the possibilities available in foreign
countries as well as the advanced socio-economic conditions of these countries, as
compared with Nigeria, and Edo state in particular.
iii.
Urban bias and neglect of rural communities
The urban bias reflected in policy making has led to the neglect of rural areas which in
turn makes living in rural communities unbearable and unattractive to the occupants of
these communities. Back in the day these communities had viable farms, rubber and
cocoa plantations etc to sustain their livelihoods but with the focus on crude oil, and
the present problem of herdsmen, these farming activities have been abandoned and
the communities no longer have a sustainable means of livelihood. Local governments in
the states have failed in their responsibilities to their constituencies because apart
from the Local government headquarters other communities are neglected.
iv.
Globalization
The world is now a global village. ICT and social media have made communication as well
as the transfer of funds easy. These factors also facilitate migration f youths who are IT
compliant.
Prof. Okojie now proceeded to discuss the domestic and international effects of human
trafficking before centring on what, in her view, were the root causes. To her, the
underlying root cause is poor governance, which has given rise to the economic factors
of poverty, underdevelopment, and the existence of a migration corridor; and the socioeconomic factors of demography and gender inequality, all of which are discussed
above. She called for collaboration amongst stakeholders, and suggested various
interventions by different stakeholders. In her opinion, human trafficking in Edo state
can become history if there are determined and sustained efforts by all stakeholders to
tackle the root causes and negative effects of human trafficking and irregular migration
from the State.
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PLENARY SESSION

An active plenary session followed, with several persons giving their perspectives on
why human trafficking was endemic in Edo state. These were the major interventions.
Mrs. Grace Osakwe –Girl Power Initiative
The issue of trafficking is a national problem where location determines vulnerability. It is not
entirely an Edo State problem. The human trafficking scourge is a vicious circle. Most of the
time, the traffickers are close and trusted persons to their victims. The showing of films
showing the dehumanizing and demeaning victims in Europe have helped to open the eyes of
parents, majority of whom are pained by a glimpse of what their children are subjected to
abroad. Awareness programmes like these should be increased so as to enlighten parents who
induce their children into going abroad with the mind of wanting them to come and change
their fortunes, forgetting the fact that there is a huge ugly price to be paid for this.
Family life and HIV education should be taught in schools as a strategy to curb human
trafficking. To teach a child to say ‘No” requires facilitation to enable it settle in his/her mind.
This is indeed a big challenge and proactive measures to prevent it would be more appropriate.
Prof. Mrs. K. Eghafona
Traffickers have become dynamic, adopting different means of carrying out their nefarious
activities. While traffickers have developed new methods of ensnaring and trafficking
victims, government has continued to use the same old methods. Migration education should
be advocated at all educational levels starting from primary school level upwards. Migration
and all issues incidental to it should be taught. With this in place, most of the root causes
would be addressed. Intervention is required to address all the issues for resolution.
Migration education should be adopted to ensure this.
Chief Sam Igbe, Iyase of Benin
A Lot of our youths do not know what they want to do with their lives, particularly after
school. In the good old days, everybody had to do something, be it farming, metal work, a skill
or trade. Today after school, most of our youths are idle. Even though who attain tertiary
education certificates today graduate and when they can’t find jobs, they stay idle. Parents
should guide their children right. Asking youths to learn a trade today is apt but most of them
do not want to do so.
HRH, the Aidenojie of Esan Land
Speaking from what I have experienced, there have been previous attempts to address this
problem by previous governments. These attempts were reactive in nature as they only
catered to the reception and rehabilitation of returnees. It is therefore commendable that
this government is considering the problem more holistically and trying to prevent it and not
just react. Developing the Upper regions like Upper Sakponba, Upper Mission e.t.c is
commendable as that would develop the areas which suffer from rural urban drift. We at
Igueben have been told that we need a facility that would take care of our returnees but this
has been mere talk so far. Igueben needs this intervention even more than Upper. At Igueben,
if we had tractors, we would engage our youths more. I understand that some communities
have started farming activities but it is yet to commence in Igueben. We need tractors and
fertilizers. This task force needs to be replicated at the federal level too because the buck
does not stop with us since Kano has been declared as the route now. We have also taken a
stand against illegal pastors in my community as one was accused of kidnapping recently and
have decided that any pastor coming into the community must be registered.
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Prof. Joy Ezeilo stated that for six (6) years she was the United Nations Rapporteur
on this subject as well as the United Nations Trust Fund representative to Africa from
2013 till last year. She said she had long been very passionate about this subject and
was very happy to be at this conference, and to witness the progress being made by
Edo State. She expressed how embarrassing it was to be representing Nigeria at a time
when these statistics were being generated and being discussed in her presence. She
emphasized that it was a deep-rooted problem and confidently informed the audience
that even in Italy, the Mafias are Nigerians and victims find it difficult to get help in
their destination countries because most of them had falsified their documents to get
there.
Lancelot Oduwa Imasuen stated that the root cause of human trafficking can be
traced back in history to 1897, during the British invasion and the carting away of our
artifacts. He stated further that the A-Z of trafficking is the issue of escapism, and
the ostentatious display of wealth by those who have it. He said that he had travelled
to about twenty –four (24) cities in Italy to see our daughters/sisters and sometimes
they are on lonely roads in winter nights scantily covered. He opined that the three
stages needed to resolve this problem are 1, information; 2, information; and 3,
information. This he said is because the human trafficking rings do not want people to
know what they are doing so information is key.
Tinyan Otuomagie spoke about the divide between the rich and the poor as one of the
root causes of human trafficking and irregular migration. According to her young boys
and girls may be willing to work but get discouraged by wicked bosses who maltreat
them. She said that there is a need to checkmate ourselves and report cases of abuse
if we hear of any or see any as some people tend to be very vengeful. She concluded
that these wicked acts by such bosses tend to kill passion at an early stage.
Mrs. Abies Oyemwense mentioned that youths in Edo state are reluctant to work and
that from experience she is aware that getting Edo domestic staff is very difficult and
most times, they come from outside the state.
Dr. Ayoade Olatunbosun Alakija stated that there is internal trafficking taking place
within Nigeria. Children of the ages of 10 nd 11 years are taken from their homes and
made to serve rich families in other states as maids and house boys. She stated that
the issue of corruption in our missions and how it is addressed is critical. she said that
often, when the staff of missions have been bribed, instead of giving a true report
regarding the nationality of victims, they report that they are unsure of the victims
nationality and so are not certain the victim is Nigerian. She stated further that there
is a need to tell the stories of victims and clear the pathway for them to return back
home and to achieve this, it is necessary that corruption be cleared.
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Dr. Benjamin Onosele Ade stated that a good number of Edo Ladies in Abuja are
stigmatized where they work because of the reputation that Edo state has garnered
regarding human trafficking. He stated that when victims are returned they often ask them
questions to ascertain their states of origin and sometimes they find out that there are
fakes amongst them who claim to be from Edo state but are not really from Edo state. For
example, amongst some of the people who went to Russia to support our footballers, five
(5) claimed to be Edo but only two (2) were really Edos. Also, a lot of the victims are forced
into irregular migration because of parental pressure. For example, a young man who he
commissioned to tile his house and who had built a house for his mother bowed to parental
pressure and travelled out. In the same way, some fathers sell their houses and use the
money to send their daughters abroad. Such actions should be stemmed. He also
mentioned that one of the problems in Edo state is idleness. In the past, sports and
entertainment used to be a main stay of Edo State but now it is not. Public Private
Partnerships needs to be developed to resuscitate the industries in Edo state.
Reverend Joshua Omoregie - The Representative of the Pentecostal fellowship Ministries
stated that he appreciates the programme as well as the achievements of Edo State
government on this subject however, he objected to the generalized reproof of churches
as instigators of human taficking and irregular migration. He stated that not all churches
gives testimonies on the success of victims of human trafficking or preach prosperity. He
however suggested that government should regulate the activities of churches and
distinguish the fakes from the originals. He also decried the surge of miracle centers
where parents assist their children to get paper certificates without he requisite
knowledge. He said that this makes children become enemies of themselves in society as
they develop the spirit of entitlement.
Sir Humphrey Best Iriabe in his position as the representative of the Christian
Association of Nigeria stated that the church had left no stone unturned regarding
resolving the problem of illegal migration and Human Trafficking. He mentioned that in
March of 2018 at the Bishop Kelly Pastoral Centre, the church placed a curse on any
pastor who encourages the scourge. He also advised that an all too intellectual approach
would not solve the problem, and that the state would need several Governor Godwin
Nogheghase Obaseki’s over the next twenty (20) years to eradicate this problem.
Mrs. Agatha Kolawole ILO staff, opined that how immigration is handled is key. Females
now willingly embark on human trafficking; they are no longer being exploited as it as in
time past, they now do it out of their own volition.
Prof. Yinka Omorogbe spoke up to address the issue of the girls being blamed for making
the decision to migrate illegally or be trafficked. She told participants of a child who was
trafficked at the age of twelve (12). She was burnt and thrown out as dead into the
streets of Libya, she survived only because she was rescued and taken care of by a Libyan
family. She was recently returned through the EU assisted IOM flights, at the age of
fourteen (14), and Prof. Omorogbe asked if the girl could be said to have made the decision 24
to be trafficked bearing in mind the tender age at which she went through all this?

Mrs. Obehi Okhiabele of Genius Hub contributed that while we slept some of our values
eluded us. She reminded participants of the famous Ogbe hard court which as famous for
sports entertainment. She advocated the restoration of the extra-curricular activities that
used to take place there.
Father Fidelis Oriagboria (JDPC) stated that the Catholic Church is very much involved in
the quest to reduce the scourge of human trafficking and illegal migration. He said that the
celebration of wealth without asking questions as to how the individual attained the wealth
is one of the root causes of this scourge. He said we end up celebrating people without
asking questions. He said this attitude needs to be curbed. He also suggested that
salaries need to be increased to meet the changing economic situation of our times and
that it is reprehensible that teachers are being paid N10,000.00 (Ten Thousand Naira) only
in some places. He added that such meager payments make workers contemplate leaving
their jobs for greener pastures. He decried the issue of farms being destroyed by herdsmen
and appealed that the issue be resolved and also advocated the setting up of cottage
industries to encourage the youths in the state.
Pastor Uyi Alonge stated that the issue is one that needs serious prayers and that we
should offer more prayers and supplication as a state.
Madam Blacky Ogiamien’s contribution was that in the good old days well-meaning
individuals in the society used to sponsor children to school if the parents lacked the
finance to do so. She advocated the need for individuals to rise up to this responsibility as
the state government alone cannot do everything. She said greedy women, Community
Development Associations and greed are root causes of this problem. She said youths
want to and are seen driving jeeps and this spurs other youths to want to get rich quick.
She concluded that broken homes also contribute to the scourge.
Dr. Ms. Onuwaje of the CWO stated that ignorance is a major contributor to the scourge.
She stated further that there is no dull child but the emphasis on paper qualification does
not help the issue. She suggested that the educational system be revamped to include
technical education. She said such practical learning in crafts and other handwork would be
beneficial to youths.
Dr Mrs. Okosun stated that in her opinion, divorce or separation is not a root cause of
human trafficking. She opined that there are single parents who have raised wonderful
children. She advocated the need to go back o our roots, norms and values stating that the
right training of children is very important. roots, norms and values stating that the right
training of children is very important.
Mr. Osagie Aiwerioghene stated that faith without works is dead. He further said that to
pray is to work and so all stakeholders need to get to work on this.
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Mr. Richard Sandal, the EU rep of the United Kingdom commended the Attorney General
and Commisioner for Justice Prof. Yinka Omorogbe for a job well done. He stated that
some of he historical and long term roots in our past are unlikely to be addressed. In spite
of this, he suggested that there are some that can still be addressed. He suggested that
social attitudes can be reversed and a network of people needed to facilitate economic
options should be created to help the situation.
Austin Osakwe stated that government support is not enjoyed by the small scale
business owner. He gave an example of an individual who sets up a small scale business
and three (3) months later he receives a tax assessment for the past three (3) years for a
business he just commenced three (3) months back and he probably lacks the
wherewithal needed to fight for his rights and so he closes shop. He stated that even
when government encourages agriculture by investing in it such investment does not
extend to the small scale farmer or the small family units. He stated further that the
cancer of individualism has taken man over almost completely as people now use each
other indiscriminately as is evidenced by the use of young children as house helps. He
said finally that the problem of herdsmen needs to be addressed.
Dr. Mrs. Omoregbe mentioned the harassment of people who are making efforts to better
themselves as one of the root causes of human trafficking. In support of this, she
mentioned the case of a mother of four by four different men/fathers, whose vegetables
and sole means of livelihood as destroyed by the task force in charge of illegal trading and
street hawking. She also blamed the ‘get rich quick syndrome’ which has affected our
youths so that they do not want to go through the normal and right channels but prefer
the fast and easy route. She decried the present attitude that the way an individual
makes his/her money is irrelevant, so long as the money is made and she made particular
reference to the “e dollar e mwen awa” house in Upper sakonba road. Translated this
means “dollar has no taboo” (this is the name of the house and it was derived from the
fact that the house was built from money sent by a wife who was sent abroad for the sex
trade by her husband, said name has become a popular saying or idiom in Upper Sakponba
area)
Hajiya Memuna Momodu contributed that integrity was key and it should be preserved
despite the monetary gains involved in trafficking.
Mr. Jude Ugbong advocated the need to educate our women because it is common to
hear of madams when victims talk about their ordeals; there are no ‘Ogas’. He said that
when women want something and their money is insufficient, they often ask their children
for the balance. He stated that undue pressure is often placed on immigration staff to
prepare passports for intended victims of human trafficking even when they lack the
requisite documents to process same. The authorities of the Nigerian Immigration have
taken notice of these tendencies and, being passionate about curbing irregular migration
and human trafficking, are ready to achieve this with all necessary support.
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Pastor Mrs. Regina Oviasu stated that human trafficking is as a result of poverty of the
mind. The mind of an average Benin woman is filled with pride; she wants to achieve for
herself and her children solely by her efforts. The Edo woman needs to be re-oriented to
change her mindset. Again, programmes like trade fairs should be organized for sales of
products produced by returnees who have been empowered with skills to sell their
products more.
Prof. K Eghafona stated that the best time to plant a tree is twenty (20) years a another
good time is now. she emphasized the need to educate our children.
Rev. Sister Florence Nwaonuma stated that all children should be given the opportunity
to attend school so that they can be educated. There are still some children who have
never experienced the four walls of a classroom and who might never get to know
anything about the ills of human trafficking.
Jennifer Ero stated that Edo North should be part of this intervention community
because many of the people from that area are in Libya seeking sympathy on religious
grounds. She suggested that a grass roots approach be adopted to curb this menace by
extending interventions into the rural areas. Traditional mediation systems should be
strengthened to address the root cause and a skill acquisition center should be located
in Igueben.
The Program ended at about 4.00 pm.
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