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Message from the Executive 
Governor of Edo State

“Clearly, we cannot as Edo people afford to be stigmatised and taunted anymore 
on the issue of human trafficking. It appears trafficking is now synonymous 
with Edo people and it is unacceptable. 

As a government, we have decided to take the bull by the horn and take actions 
ourselves. We cannot accept this disgrace anymore” 

 -   His Excellency, Mr. Godwin N. Obaseki,
Executive Governor of Edo State.  

Annual Report for the Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking 
(August 2017 - August 2018)



 

Chairperson’s Remarks 
The Edo State Taskforce Against Human 
Trafficking is pleased to present our 
First Annual Report. When the 
Taskforce was inaugurated by His 
Excellency Godwin N. Obaseki, on the 
15th of August 2017, little did we know 
the extent of our activities, or that it 
would be a momentous year filled with 
positive and uplifting activities geared 
towards the total eradication of the 
scourges of human trafficking and 
irregular migration, which have led to 
untold suffering and deaths of 
thousands of Edo men and women. 

Thanks to the unwavering commitment 
and determination of His Excellency, we make bold to say that Edo State, 
through the promotion of people centered policies and activities such as those 
undertaken by the Taskforce, has been able to make positive contributions, 
helping to change the narrative around the drive for irregular travel to foreign 
destination, which has fueled the current international crisis of irregular 
migration. In alignment with the desire and objective of the Governor, the 
Taskforce is fully committed towards ensuring that, in a short while, Edo State 
and its citizens will no longer be associated with either of these twin evils 
(irregular migration and human trafficking).

This Annual Report presents our activities up until August 2018. It is hoped that 
it will give clearer insight into the activities of the State and the Taskforce in 
combating human trafficking and irregular migration. We also believe the 
Report will be a useful tool for non-governmental organisations, developmental 
partners, researchers and anyone interested in knowing more about, and 
contributing to, the fight against human trafficking and irregular migration, not 
just in Edo state, but in other states of the federation, and other countries of the 
world.

We welcome any comments or suggestions that will help us have more 
successful outcomes, thereby ensuring that we build on the present 
momentum, and achieve more in the coming year.

Warm regards, as always.
Prof. Yinka Omorogbe

Attorney General and Commissioner of Justice, Edo State; 
Chairperson, Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking
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Chapter 1

Year in review  
August 2017 -  August 2018

INTRODUCTION
Presently, Edo State accounts for the highest proportion of known Nigerian 
irregular migrants, and above 60% of people being flown back from the 
conflict-ridden state of Libya by the International Organisation for Migration over 
the past year, popularly known as returnees, are from Edo State. People are a 
nation's greatest resource, and Edo is bleeding from the loss of its several 
thousands of young men and women as a result of human trafficking and irregular 
migration. The government of Edo state, under the leadership of the Governor 
Godwin Obaseki, is determined to change this narrative, and to stem human 
trafficking and irregular migration involving Edo citizens, thereby making human 
trafficking history during his tenure as governor. 

One of the first activities of the current administration was a Workshop organised 
by the Strategic Planning Unit headed by Professor Julius Ihonvbere, Special 
Adviser and Chairman, Strategic Planning Team, on 5th – 6th of May 2017 with the 
theme “Human Trafficking - Plight, Plan and the Way Forward”. 
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At the end of the workshop, one of the recommendations made was to establish a 
state agency on human trafficking with a specific mandate to combat and eradicate 
human trafficking in the state and to work towards changing the perception of Edo 
youths on irregular migration. This led to the birth of the Edo State Taskforce 
Against Human Trafficking (ETAHT) which was inaugurated by Governor Godwin 
N. Obaseki on the 15th of August 2017. 

ETAHT is made up of a 22- person board and a secretariat. The board is chaired by 
Professor (Mrs) Yinka Omorogbe, who is also the Attorney-General & 
Commissioner of Justice of Edo State. The secretariat is situated in Government 
House and is headed by the Secretary to the TaskForce, Mrs Abieyuwa Oyemwense, 
who is an Assistant Chief State Counsel in the Edo State Ministry of Justice. She is 
assisted by two other state counsel; the Assistant Secretary Mrs Lilian Garuba, and 
Mrs Osa Gaja, Technical Assistant to the Attorney General on ETAHT issues. The 
ETAHT secretariat also has 11 full-time dedicated and competent professional staff 
members from various disciplines, all working towards achieving the mission of 
the taskforce.

The mission of ETAHT is to eradicate the menace of human trafficking and related 
matters in Edo State. The Taskforce vigorously pursues the following objectives: 

1. To eradicate the trafficking of Edo males and females to other countries. 
2. To eradicate modern day slavery of Edo persons.
3. To be a focal point of assistance for returnees to Edo State, aiding their 
successful reintegration. 
4. To work in collaboration with relevant agencies/bodies in addressing the 
problem of human trafficking and irregular migration in the state.

ETAHT’s activities centre around 4 Pillars or Activity Modules;
• Assisted voluntary return, rehabilitation and reintegration
• Awareness and sensitization
• Investigation and prosecution
• Research and data analysis.

These are all dealt with in greater detail in the various chapters of this Report.

REHABILITATION AND REINTEGRATION

Shortly after its inauguration, the Taskforce was informed about the dire situation 
in Libya, and the large numbers of stranded Africans who were trying to travel to 
Europe in search of supposedly greener pastures. Many of these persons had 
suffered untold hardship, including imprisonment in the hands of the various 
militia organisations in that country, As a humanitarian measure, the European 
Union had funded voluntary repatriations from Libya by the International Office of 
Migration (IOM), Upon learning that a large proportion of these returnees were 
from Edo State, the Taskforce incorporated the welcome of persons from Edo state, 
as part of the rehabilitation and reintegration system that it was already 
developing. On the 5th November 2017, a team comprising secretariat and security 
members of the Taskforce commenced the first journey to welcome, receive, 
rehabilitate and eventually reintegrate returnees from Edo state. This is discussed 
in more detail in Chapter. As a core activity of ETAHT, Assisted Voluntary Return 
and Reintegration (AVRR) activities have provided vital assistance to thousands of 
 

7

Annual Report for the Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking 
(August 2017 - August 2018)



8

Edo migrants in the last year. AVRR of Edo indigenes is an indispensable part of our 
comprehensive approach to migration management aiming at orderly and humane 
return and reintegration of migrants/victims of trafficking who are unable or 
unwilling to remain in host or transit countries and wish to return voluntarily to 
Edo State. ETAHT strives to support sustainable reintegration of migrants returning 
to a variety of contexts, recognizing that the factors affecting the reintegration 
process and subsequently its sustainability, are not dissimilar from those that 
resulted in the decision to migrate in the first place. 

ETAHT believes that reintegration can be considered sustainable when returnees 
have reached levels of economic self-sufficiency, social stability within their 
communities, and psychosocial well-being that allow them to cope with 
(re)migration drivers. Social and psychological stability is the bedrock of ETAHT’s 
individualized counselling on return and reintegration assistance post returnee 
profiling. Counselling is therefore an integral part of the the Taskforce Welcome 
activities, and is currently available for all returnees, right from when they come 
into first contact. The trained Counselling team is led by Reverend Sister Florence 
Nwaunoma, a well-known activist in the fight against human trafficking in Edo 
state and Nigeria. Counsellors include persons from the Ministry of Women Affairs 
and Social Development.

STIPEND PAYMENTS
His Excellency Mr Godwin Obaseki graciously approved the payment of monthly 
stipends for a period of 3 months to all voluntarily repatriated Edo returnees from 
Libya, in order to aid the process of return and reintegration. Every male or female 
is paid N20,000 monthly, while pregnant women and children are paid N25,000 and 
N10,000 respectively as monthly payments. As at August 15th, 2018, a total amount 
of N60, 170, 000 (Sixty Million, One Hundred and Seventy Thousand Naira) had 
been paid out. The payment of stipends is a part of a holistic approach towards 
returnees attaining economic self-sufficiency. 

Self-sufficiency of returnees is also the driving force for the Taskforce’s trainings 
and skills acquisition programmes. In the year in review the taskforce carried out 
several training programmes, providing decent work opportunities to the 
beneficiary returnees with the ultimate goal of financial self-sufficiency. Each 
reintegration assistance is tailored to the needs of each returnee, corresponding to 
their economic, social, and psychosocial needs. Trainings are diverse, ranging from 
business courses, vocational training, secondary school, classes for assistance with 
entry into university, amongst others These services have been provided in 
collaboration with national and international organisations, including the IOM and 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). This is dealt with in more 
detail in Chapter 2.

AWARENESS AND SENSITIZATION PROGRAMMES
The Taskforce believes that lasting success in achieving its objectives has to come 
from a shift in mindsets. In other words, it is necessary to approach the eradication 
of human trafficking and irregular migration in a comprehensive manner which 
includes strategically designed sensitization and advocacy programmes that 
address the various push factors that have led to whole communities being prone 
to these evils. Awareness raising and tailored community based advocacy 
programmes are therefore key activities of ETAHT. 
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The taskforce has successfully carried out several awareness raising interventions 
including Town Hall meetings, door-to-door campaigns, market storms, radio 
jingles, and conferences all around the State, with particular focus on vulnerable 
and endemic communities. Further details of activities within the period in focus 
are found in Chapter 3.  

These advocacy interventions were heavily influenced by extensive research work, 
victim’s data gathering and independent surveys and analysis carried out by the 
Research Unit of the Taskforce. More of the taskforce research programmes are 
discussed in Chapter 5.  

INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION

The obvious public activities of the Taskforce often obscure the critical activity of 
investigation and prosecution. The first year has been one of laying the foundation 
in this regard, in two main ways. First, through assembling, strengthening and 
enabling an investigation team consisting of persons from the Nigeria Police, the 
Department of State Security, and the Nigerian Immigration Services. The second 
way has been through enhancing the prosecutorial powers of the state Attorney 
General and prosecutors in the Ministry of Justice. Within the year in focus, the 
Attorney General was given a fiat from the Federal Attorney General to prosecute 
under federal laws relating to anti trafficking. In addition, the Taskforce drafted an 
anti-trafficking bill which was passed into law by the Edo State House of Assembly 
in the year under review. Details of the law, and other activities in this area are the 
focus of Chapter 4.

CONCLUSION

The year in review has been quite momentous in many ways. Happily, the 
Taskforce has been able to evolve to meet needs as they crop up and remains 
geared towards ensuring that its Vision and Missions statements are fully realised. 
The Taskforce will like to use this medium to thank the Edo State Government and 
all its partners for their continued support for interventions geared towards 
curbing human trafficking and irregular migration, rehabilitation of returnees and 
advocacy initiatives. The Taskforce reiterates its commitment and determination to 
turn Edo State into a beacon of hope for the global humanitarian community, and 
is proud that Edo state is an example of a people who have taken on the enormous 
challenge of changing the State’s human trafficking narrative, with positive results 
so far.

Therefore, for the next year, ETAHT has drawn up a line of action that will lead to 
increased success in the fight against human trafficking. The taskforce is geared 
towards increasing the numbers of returnees received and rehabilitated from 3883 
to 6000. In order to achieve this, ETAHT plans to strengthen strategic partnerships 
with social partners like the IOM and UNDP, in assisting the voluntary return of Edo 
migrants and conducting training programs geared towards economic stability and 
social inclusion respectively. The taskforce will also continue with its programs in 
terms of physiological and psychological assistance for the projected 6000 
returnees. Advocacy programs will be carried out with vigour and determination, 
independently and in collaboration with social partners for increased reach and 
impact targeted towards not just enlightenment but behavioural change. More of 
these activities and projections are discussed in details in Chapter 6.
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Chapter 2
Assisted voluntary return 
and reintegration of victims 
of trafficking

In the wake of shocking reports about rampant migrant abuse and squalid and 
overcrowded conditions across multiple detention centres in Libya; and additional 
reports of the prominence of Edo indigenes amongst the numbers of stranded 
migrants, The Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking demonstrated their 
unwavering support for the International Migration Organisation’s planned airlifts 
of stranded migrants by committing to receiving and rehabilitating Edo returnees 
on those flights. With its incursion into welcoming Returnees, ETAHT as at August 
15th, 2018, had successfully welcomed 3883 returnees from Libya. 
The welcome programme includes the following Steps:

a. Airport Welcome and Receiving Exercise: 
A four-man team (comprising representatives from ETAHT, the Nigerian Police 
Force (NPF), The Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS), and the Department of 
State Service (DSS)) welcomes the returnees upon their arrival at the Murtala 
Mohammed International Airport and assists the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) and the Nigerian Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) 
with the initial profiling exercise.
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b. Transportation to Edo State: 
After the returnees have been profiled and given first aid treatment, those who 
are Edo State indigenes or residents are selected and transported by buses to the 
State capital - Benin City.  

c. Welcoming to Edo State:
The Secretary of the Taskforce and a welcome team receives the returnees at 
Motel Benin Plaza, which serves as a temporary 3-day shelter for returnees. The 
welcome team consists of profilers, social workers, medical doctors, members of 
the Edo Internal Revenue Service (EIRS), investigators and welfare officers.  

d. First Aid Administration and Treatment:
Upon arrival, an initial medical examination is carried out on the returnees to 
ascertaining the level of physiological assistance needed by each returnee. This is 
carried out by trained medical professional on behalf of the Edo State Taskforce.

e. Provision of Medical Diagnosis and Assistance:
Returnees who require urgent medical attention are immediately attended to by 
professional medical doctors. Those who require further medical treatment are 
referred to Central Hospital.

f. Handing out Welcome Packs: 
Upon reception, a basic welcome pack is handed to the returnees to cater for 
their immediate hygiene needs. The welcome pack comprises bathroom slippers, 
a bar of soap, a sponge, toothpaste, a toothbrush, a towel, underwear and a 
t-shirt.

g. General Address and Statement: 
After they arrive and have been given their welcome packs, a trained counsellor 
gives them a welcome address and informs them of the profiling exercise and the 
various processes they need to go through.  After this exercise, the returnees are 
given food and water as refreshment. 

h. Counselling: 
Individualized counselling for all returnees is provided by a seven-man counsel-
ling team composed of trained social workers, led by Reverend Sister Florence 
Nwaunoma, who is also a member of the Taskforce.

i. Profiling and Interviews:
To improve our services, and assist us with knowing more about our areas of 
focus, vital information is collected from each returnee. Some of the information 
includes their bio data, details of their journey, reasons for travelling, previous 
occupation, and expectations upon return   

j. Security Screening and Investigation/ Protection:  
Seven investigators and security agents are present during the profiling exercise 
to collect information about alleged traffickers and their accomplices, and other 
security information.     
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k. Taking Bio-Metric Data: 
After the returnees have been profiled and screened, representatives from the 
Edo State Internal Revenue Service, take their bio-metric data. This data is tied to 
their Tax Identification Number and card. 

l. Photo Passport/ Identification: 
IIn order to easily identify returnees under our welcome programme the 
Taskforce issues customized identification cards to returnees. During the 
profiling exercise their pictures are taken for this purpose.

m. Contacting Family Members and Loved Ones:
Phones are made readily available to returnees to contact their family members 
to inform them of their return.    

n. Temporary Shelter/ accommodation:
After the profiling exercise is completed temporary accommodation is given to 
returnees who don’t have an immediate place to stay. The accommodation 
facility is available to them for 3 days  

o. Reunion with Family Members: 
Returnees who have family homes and family members they can stay with in 
Benin City are allowed to go home to their family and friends. 

p. Vocational Training and Empowerment: 
Training programmes for returnees are considered to be a major aspect of the 
activities of the Taskforce. The vocational training programmes for returnees 
give opportunities to returnees to learn a vocation/skill that will help them to be 
useful to the society. Some of the skills acquisition and training programmes 
organised for returnees since the inauguration of the Taskforce include:

• Women’s Helping Hand, an initiative of Her Excellency, the wife of the 
Vice-President, Mrs Dolapo Osinbajo. This programme was put together by the 
organisation above in collaboration with the Taskforce. Over 200 returnees 
were trained and certified in 3 different vocations. The training courses are 
Basic sewing- (90 returnees) Bead Making on fabric- (32 returnees) and 
Make-up and Gele- (155 returnees) This programme trained a total of 277 
Libyan returnees. 

• The Taskforce and Genius Hub Skills Acquisition Training Programme: 
Genius Hub organisation was contracted by ETAHT to train Libyan returnees 
on Cosmetology Digital marketing. A total of 141 Libyan returnees were 
trained and given certificates at the end of this programme. In addition, the 
Taskforce encouraged participants to form a co-operative so as to enable them 
access loans, grants (funds) to be able to start up a trade with the skills they 
have acquired.

• The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Entrepreneurship 
Training: This programme trained returnees on entrepreneurial skills. The 
training was held from the 13th to 18th of March 2018. A total number of 23 
Libyan returnees in Edo State were trained and certified.

• Action Aid Training Programme: This organisation in partnership with the 
Taskforce organised training programmes on various vocational skills for 
Libya returnees.  
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 This programme trained a total of 51 returnees from Libya who were selected 
from the data base of the Taskforce. The training courses include:

- Fashion 16 returnees were trained from 14th to 28th February 2018 
- Fishery 1 returnee was trained from 5th to 19th of February 2018
- Poultry 9 returnees were trained from 14th to 28th of February 2018
- Auto Electric 11 returnees were trained from 14th to 28th of February 2018
- Crop Farming 7 returnees were trained from 5th to 9th of February 2018
- Auto Mechanic 7 returnees were trained from 5th to 19th of February 2018

q. Monitoring and Evaluation: 
The Taskforce uses different methods to monitor and evaluate the returnees 
under the welcome programme. 

• Before each stipend is paid all returnees must go through a verification 
process which includes a questionnaire with details of their current trade, job, 
location etc.  

• During our training programmes, there is usually an interactive session 
where the Taskforce enquires about the wellbeing of the returnees.

• The Chairperson of the Taskforce holds regular meetings with female 
returnees to discuss their progress and what further steps need to be taken. 

• The counselling team of the Taskforce carries out frequent counselling 
sessions with returnees to cater to their psychosocial needs.  

r. Payments of Stipends for 3 months:
A 3month stipend for returnees was approved by His Excellency, Mr Godwin 
Obaseki. It commenced from the last quarter of 2017 for the first batch of 
returnees that the Taskforce received on the 7th of November 2017.  

Prior to the payment of the stipends, the Taskforce conducts verification exercise 
for the purpose of monitoring and evaluating the progress of returnee 
resettlement. The verification exercise is also for the purpose of ascertaining the 
whereabouts of returnees that have been received and registered into the data 
base of the Taskforce. With the conclusion of each verification exercise, the 
Taskforce makes payment directly into the bank accounts of returnees. The 
payments are usually made to different categories of returnees in the following 
order; N20, 000 for single returnees, N25, 000 for pregnant returnees, and N10, 
000 for children. 

• The first verification exercise was conducted and on the 22nd of December 
2017, the sum of N10, 510, 000 was paid out to returnees in the State as first 
stipend.

• The second verification exercise was conducted and on the 9th of January 
2018, the sum of N31, 730, 000 was paid out to returnees in the State as second 
stipend.

• The third verification exercise was conducted and on the 26th of April 2018, 
the total amount of N17, 930,000 was paid out to returnees as third stipend. 
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As at August 15th, 2018, a total amount of N60, 170, 000 (Sixty Million, One 
Hundred and Seventy Thousand Naira) had been paid out as stipends to Libya 
returnees. The payment of stipends is still on going.

The Welcome programme of the taskforce has been a remarkable success. In 
addition to this programme, the Taskforce in collaboration with the International 
Organisation for Migration, is coordinating all stakeholders who are fully involved 
in reintegration programmes of returnees. There have been several meetings 
targeted at charting a course on synergies and better ways to integrate and 
rehabilitate victims of human trafficking.  

In addition to the reintegration and rehabilitation programmes of the Taskforce, 
another key area of intense activities of the taskforce is in advocacy and grassroots 
awareness raising campaigns. 
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Members of ETAHT receiving a batch of Libya returnees at the Murtala 
Mohammed International Airport, Lagos. 
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Members of the ETAHT and IOM Welcome Team, documenting landed Libya 
returnees at the Murtala Mohammed International Airport.

Medical personnel carrying out preliminary medical examination on a 
returnee. 

Edo returnees being transported to Benin City as part of the Welcome 
programme of ETAHT. 
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A returnee proudly showing off his newly acquired beading skills after an 
ETAHT training session. 

A cross section of returnees at a Skills Acquisition Programme organised by 
ETAHT

Preliminary verification exercise being conducted by members of ETAHT on 
returnees, as a prerequisite for the payment of stipends by the Edo State 
Government.
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Some returnees during a vocational and technical training session organised by 
ETAHT and the Edo State Government in February 2018. 

Some newly acquired sewing machines by the ETAHT, for distribution to 
returnees as part of its vocational training programme.

Governor Obaseki welcoming some returnees at their temporary 
accommodation at Motel Benin Plaza, Benin City.
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Anti-trafficking awareness raising and Advocacy are key activities of the 
Taskforce. Several mediums have been used to reach out to the public to inform 
them about the ills of human trafficking, including town hall meetings, road 
shows, documentaries, radio jingles, T.V adverts, fliers, stickers, magazines, and 
community sensitization programmes. ETAHT conducts awareness raising 
campaigns among at-risk crisis-affected groups and through tailored 
community interventions, information campaigns and outreaches, it seeks to 
equip vulnerable populations with the information they need to migrate safely 
and access assistance when necessary. ETAHT also aims to address the root 
causes of vulnerability to trafficking through programmes at household, 
community, institutional and structural levels. 1  

  1 The Taskforce held its first conference on the 30th of July, 2018, titled ‘Examining the 
root causes of Human trafficking in Edo State’.



Since inception, ETAHT has organised town hall meetings in at least 4 Local 
Government Areas across the State, with special attention to endemic areas 
prone to human trafficking activities. During these town hall meetings tailored 
responses and measures to curb the trend of irregular migration were 
extensively discussed, incorporating social behavioural change communication 
strategies and communication for development methodology. The town hall 
meetings also served as an opportunity to intimate the public about the 
interventions of ETAHT in terms of assisted voluntary return and reintegration 
of Edo indigenes. Skills acquired by returnees are promoted and items 
produced are often showcased as products created by returnees upon 
completion of ETAHT sponsored training programmes. 

Additionally, there have been series of Roadshows and Market Storms around 
the Benin metropolis and beyond, to enlighten members of the public on the 
counter trafficking activities of the Taskforce, the ills and dangers of human 
trafficking; and to disseminate information about safer means of migration. For 
maximum impact, the taskforce engages returnees who tell their stories and 
share lived experiences with members of the public, usually their local 
communities. The Taskforce has experienced significant impact which is 
projected manifest in long term grass-root behavioural change.  

Similarly, ETAHT has identified religious bodies as a key player in the fight 
against human trafficking. Thus, in collaboration with the Senior Special 
Assistant to the Governor on Anti-Human Trafficking, the taskforce has carried 
out counter trafficking campaigns in churches. The church advocacy 
programmes has helped to reach out to members of various churches in some 
of the endemic communities across different Local Government Areas in the 
state.

In addressing the issue of trafficking, the following advocacy activities were 
carried out by the Taskforce as part of its advocacy and awareness raising 
interventions in the period under review:

1. The Taskforce courtesy visit to the Oba of Benin for formal introduction 
on the 12th of October 2017
2. Ikpoba-Okha Town Hall Meeting, 27th October 2017
3. Oredo Town Hall Meeting, 12th of March 2018
4. Siluko and Textile Mill Road Market storm, 27th of December 2017
5. Ikpoba Hill Market Storm, 24th of December 2017
6. Upper Sakponba and Okha Market Storm, 26th of December 2017
7. Community Sensitisation programme, Iguemokha town, Orhionmwon
    Local Government Area, 28th of February 2018
8. Advocacy Programme, Catholic Women Blessed Tans Parish, New Benin,
    Benin City. This programme was held on the 22nd of April, 2018
9. Community sensitisation programme at Auchi, Etsako West Local
    Government Area, 12th of May 2018. 
10. On the 30th of July 2018, the Taskforce held a conference in Benin city on
    the root causes of human trafficking and irregular migration. 
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The Taskforce’s Advocacy Unit continues to develop and implement awareness 
raising programmes and interventions targeted towards lasting impact and the 
eradication of Human Trafficking in Edo State. ETAHT works in partnership 
with governments, the United Nations specialised agencies, international and 
non-governmental organizations, the private sector and development partners, 
on all aspects of anti-trafficking responses – prevention, protection, and 
prosecution.

While traditional methods of communication are frequently used in the 
awareness raising campaigns, ETAHT also leverages on the power and 
popularity of media and technology to inspire young people and their 
communities to act against human trafficking. ETAHT has a strong online 
presence, and uses its social media sites to engage young people on the issue of 
human trafficking and exploitation. Its website, www.etaht.ed.gov.ng, is 
optimized for online learning, storytelling and social sharing – with an aim to 
inspire passive online observers to become active online advocates. The 
website features include an issue-specific landing pages, a creative photo 
sharing platform and engaging videos, e-library and resources for researchers 
and a helpline for reporting suspected cases of trafficking or for victims of 
trafficking to seek help.  ETAHT works with digital and social partners to 
develop collaborative projects that use technology to help prevent exploitation 
of Edo indigenes and better protect victims, while supporting returnees.
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ETAHT’s Advocacy Officer educating indigenes of Uhumwonde Local 
Government Area on the perils of human trafficking, during one of its 
Door-to-Door Campaigns. 
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Facilitators at the Town Hall meeting of the Taskforce held in Ikpoba-Okha 
Local Government Area of Edo State.  

An Advocacy Officer of ETAHT enlightening Secondary School Students in 
Uromi, Esan North East Local Government Area about the dangers of irregular 
migration and human trafficking, during one of ETAHT’s street storm. 

An Advocacy Officer of the Taskforce enlightening market women during 
ETAHT’s market storm in Esan North East Local Government Area.
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A returnee making an emotional plea to Oredo indigenes, and reiterating the 
dangers of human trafficking during a Town Hall meeting  organised in Oredo 
Local Government Area by ETAHT.

Veteran Nollywood Director, Lancelot Imasuen, addressing attendees at 
ETAHT’s Town Hall Meeting held in Abudu, Orhiomwon Local Government 
Area. 

A cross section of attendees at ETAHT’s Town Hall meeting in Orhiomwon Local 
Government Area.
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A showcase of products made by returnees at the Oredo Local Government 
Town Hall meeting organised by ETAHT.

Governor Godwin Obaseki in a handshake with the Deputy Head of European 
Union (EU) Delegation to Nigeria and the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), Mr. Richard Young, at the ‘Examining the Root Causes of 
Human Trafficking in Edo State’ Conference, organised by ETAHT on the 30th of 
July, 2018.

The Chairperson of the Taskforce, Prof. (Mrs) Yinka Omorogbe and Mr. Abrham 
Tamrat, the Migration Management Programme Manager for the International 
Organisation for Migration. 
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Chapter 4
Investigation and prosecution 
of perpetrators of human 
trafficking

In the last year, a major win for the anti-trafficking campaign in Edo State was the 
signing into law of the Edo State Trafficking in Persons Prohibition Bill (2018) on May 
23, 2018, by the Governor of Edo State, His Excellency, Mr. Godwin Obaseki, during 
the Conference on Managing Migration for Development in Abuja.  The new law 
provides an effective and comprehensive legal and institutional framework for the 
prohibition, prevention, detection, prosecution and punishment of human trafficking 
and related offenses in Edo State. This law seeks to deter human trafficking in Edo 
State by imposing strict penalties. In any case of human trafficking, the law 
provides for a minimum penalty of five (5) years imprisonment and a fine of one 
million Naira for sex and labour trafficking offenses (minimum penalty in the 
case of a child increases to seven (7) years).

Flowing from the new law, vigorous investigation and diligent prosecution of 
suspected traffickers are primary activities for ETAHT. In furtherance of this, ETAHT 
has an investigation unit that operates within its structure, comprising six Police 
Officers with oversight functions exercised by the Chief Security Officer of the Edo 
State government house. This unit is responsible for conducting vigorous 
investigation of any suspected cases of human trafficking in Edo State. 
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Investigations conducted by this Unit form the basis for prosecutions, which are 
handled by the Anti-Trafficking Prosecution unit of the Ministry of Justice. The 
Prosecution team has powers of prosecution under the recently passed Edo State 
Trafficking in Persons Prohibition Law, and also by virtue of the fiat granted to the 
Attorney-General of Edo State by the Honourable Attorney General of the Federation, 
under any federal laws dealing with anti-trafficking and other related matters. 

Since inception, the Investigation Unit of the Taskforce has dealt with a total number 
of 50 (fifty) cases reported through complaints and petitions by returnees and the 
general public. These complaints were examined and investigated and where 
necessary, law enforcement measures have been applied including arrests, detention 
and arraignments. Additionally, 15 (fifteen) case files have been sent to the Human 
Trafficking Unit of the Department of Public Prosecution (DPP), Ministry of Justice, 
Edo State, and are at various stages of filing before a court of competent jurisdiction.  

Furthermore, an important by-product of the investigations carried out are the 
collation of data and statistics from victims of trafficking. For example, Investigation 
thus far has revealed that Libya and Italy to be reoccurring hubs of human trafficking 
sponsors. Unfortunately, these suspected sponsors often operate with fake identity 
documents and contact information. Thus, making arrest and indictment challenging 
in certain instances. More so, the Taskforce has in some cases been stifled by 
resistance of the victims to pursue justice, for fear of retaliation by suspected 
traffickers and/or external pressure and undue influence. 

In spite of the challenges, the Taskforce has employed diverse measures to increase 
the results of the investigation and prosecution of cases of human trafficking. 
Through proper education about the investigation process, the emancipatory 
potentials for prosecution, and dissemination of information about witness 
protection solution for victims of trafficking, the Taskforce has recorded an increase 
in willingness of victims to come forth with relevant information and pieces of 
evidence to allow justice run its full course.  

In this vein, the following cases have been received, investigated, under 
investigation/KIV, arraigned in court, transferred and number of suspects on remand.

1. The total numbers of case received -  Fifty (50).
2. Total number of case Investigated – Fifty (50).
3. The total numbers of cases arraigned in court – Eight (8).
4. Numbers of suspects remanded in prison/ detention - Nineteen (19). 
5. Total numbers of cases ready for arraignment are (2) two.
6. The total number of cases identified with issues and awaiting victims/ 
    complainants to enable Investigators take action are thirty- two (32) under 
    investigation and kept in view (KIV).
7. Total Cases Investigated without evidence to prosecute – Seven (7)
8. Case transferred to NAPTIP – One (1). 
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Chapter 5
Data and Statistics

Data collected from victims, and suspects during intelligence gathering and 
investigation contributes to ETAHTS data base. Information in the data base 
influences the creation of tailored measures to approach not only the prevention and 
prosecution of human trafficking but also forms the backbone of interventions of the 
Taskforce in many instances. 

ETAHT’s programming provides a unique source of primary data on human 
trafficking in Edo State. The Taskforce maintains a significant database of 
victim case data, which contains case records for all trafficked persons assisted 
by ETAHT. Through its AVRR, Advocacy and Investigation Units’ interventions, 
ETAHT routinely collects data on human trafficking, irregular migration and 
associated forms of exploitation in Edo State. More significantly, the database of 
ETAHT takes into consideration socio-cultural, political and economic root 
causes of human trafficking and irregular migration of Edo indigenes. Data 
includes information on returnees’ backgrounds, returnees’ experiences that 
may be associated with human trafficking, irregular migration or other   

Annual Report for the Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking 
(August 2017 - August 2018)



exploitative practices during their journey to Europe, particularly their 
experiences in Libya. 

DATA ANALYSIS OF THE DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF 3883 LIBYA 
RETURNEES FROM A SURVEY CONDUCTED IN BENIN CITY USING CENTRAL 
LOCATION (CLT) METHODOLOGY 

The returnees were received by the Taskforce from 7th November 2017 to 31st 
August 2018. A structured questionnaire was used as a tool for data collection. 
The questionnaire was sectioned into five parts: Personal Information, Parental 
Information, Movement and Recruitment Indicators, Information about 
Experience and Indicators of Abuse.
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100% of them were medically attended to 10% 
had serious medical challenges, have to be 
admitted.
 
100% Medical diagnosis and laboratory tests. 
25 tested positive (giving a positivity rate of 
3.52%) within the period under review and 
subsequently referred for treatment, care and 
support services.

Out of 3883 returnees interviewed, 80,17% 
were independent Migrants (2474 males, 
616 females) i.e. they left the country on 
their own volition , while 18,45% were 
recruited by a sponsor (334 males, 401 
females) and 1,38% migrated for other 
reasons. 

Source: Edo State Tsk Force Aginst Human Trafficking

Source: Edo State Tsk Force Aginst Human Trafficking
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Source: Edo State Tsk Force Aginst Human Trafficking

Source: Edo State Tsk Force Aginst Human Trafficking
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   Some Key Issues and Challenges

• Insufficient international cooperation

• Changing patterns 

• Prevailing perceptions

• Unwillingness of victims/ family members to give evidence

• Need for strengthened institutions
• The criminal justice system, which is undergoing reform with the advent
 of the Administration of Criminal Justice Act, and its Edo state counterpart

• Lack of knowledge of human rights, particulary the rights of the victim

• Logistics and capacity issues

ETAHT’s victim case data is used to inform policy and programming, including 
for estimating prevalence and measuring the impact of anti-trafficking 
interventions. These data have been used to guide activities of the year in 
review and will also be relied on in making future informed decisions on 
counter trafficking activities of the taskforce for 2019.

Photo by Benny Jackson
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Chapter 6
Outlook for 2019

As we end the year under review with momentous achievements, the coming 
year looks even more challenging. ETAHT plans to scale up all its activities and 
re-structure where needed or necessary. The major focus in the coming year 
will be on programs that our research and data indicate as being the most 
effective means of achieving our objectives in as short a time as possible. 
Advocacy, investigation and prosecution, and stakeholders and social 
partnerships key at this stage, and up until the end of 2019.  

Through the development of a stringent work plan and a supporting 
comprehensive implementation plan for the year 2019, the taskforce is being 
positioned to carry out assisted voluntary return, reintegration and 
rehabilitation initiatives for a minimum of 6000 (six thousand) projected 
returnees. 
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To assist with this, a shelter is currently being constructed by the Edo state 
government, through a World Bank-assisted intervention. This will greatly 
enhance existing rehabilitation and reintegration initiatives, and allow for 
greater psychosocial care and psychological assessments. 

As the goal of ETAHT is sustainable reintegration, where returnees can reach 
levels of economic self-sufficiency, social stability within their communities, 
and psychosocial well-being that allow them to cope with (re)migration drivers, 
the projected reception of 6000 returnees will require ETAHT to have in place 
mechanisms such as vocational trainings, soft skills development, 
entrepreneurship workshops and empowerment as well as educational 
scholarship to these 6000 returnees. With that in mind, ETAHT is geared to 
carry out and/partner with all like-minded organisations to carry out these 
training activities for all returnees under our care.

The coming year will also see a strengthened Investigation Unit, in both training 
and equipment. Similarly, the Prosecution Unit of the Ministry of Justice is being 
strengthened through targeted trainings by various institutions and 
governments. As the coming year is one of heightened activity in all its 
ramifications, ETAHT anticipates a great increase in the number of complaints 
filed and arrests made, and in the arraignment and prosecution of suspects. We 
expect that the coming year will se a number of successful convictions.

In addition to its reintegration initiatives, ETAHT is committed to carrying out 
tailored advocacy programs in the 18 Local Government Areas in Edo State, 
through numerous Town Hall meetings and community sensitization 
campaigns, 20 (twenty) market/street storms, 4 (four) road walks, daily radio 
and television jingles and weekly Television and radio programs, while also 
engaging traditional print and social media activities. It is also hoped that, in the 
coming year, in collaboration with federal agencies where, Anti-Trafficking 
Desks shall be established in all major transportation terminals within Edo 
state, and that school debate/anti-trafficking clubs will be established in schools 
in endemic communities to provide information to children and raise 
awareness about the perils of human trafficking and irregular migration. 

As a necessary component of its activities, ETAHT plans to use its data on all 
returnees for the purpose of informing policy and programming, including 
estimating prevalence and measuring the impact of anti-trafficking 
interventions. In addition to returnees profiling, for the next year ETAHT is 
committed to carrying out a periodic field trips and community opinion polls to 
amplify its database and enhance its work. Data acquired from primary sources 
will be analysed and developed into a quarterly reports and/or workshops 
which will be made accessible to the public. 

Finally, in a bid to deliver on targeted goals of full re-integration of returnees in 
the period of August 2018 to August 2019, and achieve a projected 50% 
reduction of the incidence of human trafficking in the State there is the need to 
strengthen partnerships and collaboration with relevant agencies both state 
and non- state actors in the coming year.
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Particularly, ETAHT welcomes assistance in the areas of:

• Holistic medical care for returned migrants, including but not limited to    
  vaccination facilities for Hepatitis B, Cholera and Tuberculosis 
• Witness Protection Centre for informants and returnees, which is very 
  vital for successful prosecution; 
• Funding for re-integration initiatives and tailored social impact projects;
• Provision of modern working equipment, such as recorders and 
  surveillance cameras to support intelligence gathering initiatives;
• Capacity building of Taskforce personnel to equip them to continue to 
   employ innovative measures to curb the scourge of human trafficking
   and irregular migration in Edo State.

ETAHT remains committed to its mission to eradicate human trafficking of Edo 
indigenes by 2020. We believe that with the commitment, dedication and 
determination of the Taskforce, Edo State Government and partner institutions 
and governments, we can and will put an end to this inhuman activity in Edo 
State. We look forward to 2019 with zeal and vigour, optimistically set on 
achieving all objectives for 2019, and laying a strong foundation for continued 
successes. 
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