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Edo state is the home of the
Bini people, and is blessed with
a rich cultural heritage and
history. It is also known as the
place of outstandingly
beautiful art, with ivory and

bronze sculptures found in the
leading museums of the world.
Unfortunately, in recent years,
it has also come to be known as
a place from which several
thousands of females are
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migrants, and above 60% of
people being flown back from
the conflict-ridden state of
Libya by the International
Organisation for Migration
over the past year, popularly
known as returnees, are from
Edo State. People ar e a
nation's greatest resource, and
Edo is bleeding from the loss of
its several thousands of young
men and women as a result of

trafficked to Italy and other
European countries. In
addition, for years thousands
of youths from this state
embark on perilous journeys to
Europe through clandestine
means, in search of supposedly
greener pastures. Many of
these youths fall prey, not only
to being sexually exploited, but
to having their organs
harvested and sold. The route

of irregular migration is a
deadly one, which involves
going through the Sahara
Desert, and then crossing the
Mediterranean Sea on
overloaded plastic dinghies
which regularly capsize,
drowning all but the most
fortunate occupants.
Presently, Edo State accounts
for the highest proportion of
known Nigerian ir r egular

human trafficking and
irregular migration. The
government of Edo state,
under the leadership of the
Governor Godwin Obaseki, is
determined to change this
narrative, and to stem human
trafficking and irregular
migration involving Edo
citizens, ther eby making
human trafficking histor y
during his tenure as governor.
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The Government of Edo State
considers this trend of modern
day slavery a practice that is
completely at variance with the
rich culture and values of Edo
people in Nigeria.
One of the first activities of the
current administration was a
Workshop organised by the
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Strategic Planning Unit
headed by Professor Julius
Ihonvbere, on 5th - 6th of May
2017 with the theme “Human
Trafficking - Plight, Plan and
the Way Forward”. At the end
of the workshop, one of the
recommendations made was
to establish a 'state agency' on
human trafficking with a

specific mandate to combat
the scourge in the state and to
work towards changing the
perception of Edo youths on
irregular migration. This led to
the birth of the Edo State
Taskforce Against Human
Trafficking (ETAHT) which was
inaugurated on the 15th of
August 2017 by the Executive

Governor of the State, with a
mandate to address the
problems of trafficking in
persons and irregular
migration in the State. Since its
inauguration, ETAHT has been
vigorously involved in various
activities/operations geared
towar ds delivering on its
mandate. It holistically carries
out programmes such as the
resettlement of voluntary and
i n v o l u n t a r y E d o
returnees/trafficked victims,
their rehabilitation and reintegration back into the
society and total psychological
a n d s o c i o l o g i c a l
transformation.
The activities of ETAHT,
particularly its powers to
investigate and prosecute, are
empowered by the Edo State
Tr a f f i c k i n g i n P e r s o n s
Prohibition Law, duly passed by
the Edo State House of
Assembly and assented to by
Governor Godwin Obaseki on
May 23rd 2018.
ETAHT is made up of a 22person board and a secretariat.
The boar d is chair ed by
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ETAHT COMMITTEE

MEMBERS

·
·
·

Pr ofessor (Mrs) Yinka
Omorogbe who is also the
Attorney-General &
Commissioner of Justice in the
state. The secretariat is
situated in Government House
and is headed by the Secretary
t o t h e Ta s k F o r c e , M r s
Abieyuwa Oyemwense, who is
an Assistant Chief State
Counsel in the Ministr y of
Justice. She is assisted by two

other state counsel; the
Assistant Secretary Mrs Lilian
Garuba, and Mrs Osa Gaja,
Technical Assistant to the
Attorney General on ETAHT
issues. Mr Christopher
Ogbomo is the accountant.
The ETAHT secretariat also
has 11 full-time staff with
different disciplines.

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Professor (Mrs) Yinka Omorogbe, Chairperson of the Task Force
Mr Taiwo Akerele, Chief of Staff, Government House
Hon. Paul Ohonbamu Commissioner for Communication and
Orientation Affairs.
Hon. Magdelene Ohenhen, Commissioner for Women Affairs
and Social Development
Hon. Jimoh Ijegbai, Commissioner for Local Government and
Community Affairs
Hon. Mika Amanokha, Commissioner for Youth, Sports and
Special Duties
Comrade Solomon Okoduwa, Senior Special Assistant to the
Governor on Anti Human Trafficking Issues
DCP Okoh, representing the Nigerian Police Force
Mr Yusuf Haruna (CSO Government House Benin City)
Mrs Josephine Etaluka, representative of the Nigerian
Immigration Service
Mr Emmanuel Daubry (Department of Security Services DSS)
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Barr. Nduka Nwanwene Zonal Commander NAPTIP
Dr Osemetit Okosun (Edo Women Development Initiative)
Dr Esohe Aghatise, (Associazione Iroko Onlus)
Sis Florence Nwaonuma,
Pastor Mrs M Agbonifo, Family Intercessory Ministry
Mrs Esohe Oyemwense, Idia Renaissance
Lady Gloria Ngozi Anaedo Catholic Women Organization
Hajia Maimuna Momodu Federation of Muslim Women in
Nigeria (FOMWAN)
Dr May Ikeora

MISSION:

To eradicate the menace of human
trafficking and related matters in Edo
State.

OBJECTIVES:
The Taskforce vigorously pursues the following objectives, and all its
activities flow from, and are in support of one or more of these
objectives.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Eradicate the trafficking of Edo males and females to
other countries.
To eradicate modern day slavery of Edo persons.
To be a focal point of assistance for returnees to Edo State,
aiding their successful reintegration.
To work in collaboration with relevant agencies/bodies in
addressing the problem of human trafficking and irregular
migration in the state
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HOW
ETAHT

WORKS

TOWARDS

ACHIEVING ITS
OBJECTIVES
The following activities vigorously pursued by ETAHT are geared
towards delivering on its mandate. Since its inauguration, ETAHT has
been actively involved in activities that seek to eradicate the scourge of
human trafficking and irregular migration in Edo State. These
activities are listed below;

RECEIVING AND WELCOMING RETURNEES WITH DIGNITY AND
ASSISTING THEIR RE-ASSIMILATION INTO SOCIETY AS RESPONSIBLE
AND RESPECTED MEMBERS OF SOCIETY.
ETAHT activities include;

1

Receiving and welcoming Edo returnees back to the State

2
3

Counselling

4
5

Provision of medical diagnosis and assistance
Biometrics
Shelter/Accommodation (short-term and long-term)

6

Vocational training and assistance with work

7

Payment of 3 months stipends to every Edo
returnee registered in ETAHT data base
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RAISING AWARENESS AS TO THE REALITIES OF
HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND IRREGULAR MIGRATION
ETAHT activities include;

1
2

Advocacy programmes
Promotion of successful returnees as ETAHT ambassadors
Promoting stories of and testimonies of what human

3

trafficking and irregular migration really is
Celebrating Enogies/Leaders who openly speak against

4

trafficking in persons

STUDYING AND TACKLING THE CULTURAL AND
PSYCHOLOGICALLY EMBEDDED ROOT CAUSES THAT HAVE LED TO
EDOS BEING SOME OF THE WORLD'S MOST TRAFFICKED PERSONS.
ETAHT activities include;
VIGOROUS INVESTIGATION AND DILIGENT PROSECUTION OF
ALL FOUND TO BE ENGAGING IN THE PRACTICE OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING,
WITHOUT STIGMATISING THE VICTIM.
ETAHT activities include;

1
2
3
4

1

Data collection from returnees and analysis of
stated causes of migration

2

Research and study of root causes from the perspectives of
various disciplines

Edo State Law on Anti-Human Trafficking
Vigorous investigation
Vigorous prosecution of suspected traffickers
Protection of key witnesses

3

Conferences/workshops

4

Appropriate dissemination of findings to eliminate root
causes
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INVESTIGATION AND
PROSECUTION OF SUSPECTED
TRAFFICKERS

Vigorous investigation and
diligent and successful
pr osecution of suspected
traffickers are primary activities
for ETAHT. In furtherance of
t h i s , E TA H T h a s a n
investigation unit that operates
within its structure, comprising
s i x Po l i c e O f f i c e r s w i t h
oversight functions exercised
by the Chief Security Officer of
the Edo State government
house. This unit is responsible
for conducting vigorous
investigation of any suspected
cases of human trafficking in
Edo State. Investigations

conducted by this Unit form the
basis for prosecutions, which
are handled by the AntiTrafficking Prosecution unit of
the Ministry of Justice. The
Prosecution team has powers
of prosecution under the
recently passed Edo State
Tr a f f i c k i n g i n P e r s o n s
Prohibition Law, and also by
virtue of the fiat granted to the
Attorney-General of Edo State
by the Honourable AttorneyGeneral of the Federation,
under any federal laws dealing
with anti-trafficking and other
related matters.

Gov. Godwin Obaseki signing the Edo State
Trafficking in Persons Prohibition Law
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PAYMENT OF STIPENDS TO RETURNEES
Gover nor Godwin Obaseki
First verification exercise
graciously promised to pay
was conducted and the on
the 22nd of December 2017,
3months stipends to all Libya
the sum of N10, 510, 000
r etur nees in Edo State. In
was paid out to returnees in
actualising this, His Excellency
the state as first stipend.
approved the payment of
Second verification exercise
stipends for 3,211 returnees in
was conducted and on the
the State. Prior to the payment of
9th of January 2018, the sum
the stipends, the Edo State
of N31, 730, 000 was paid
Ta s k f o r c e A g a i n s t H u m a n
out to returnees in the state
Trafficking conducts verification
as second stipend.
exercise for the purpose of
Third verification exercise
monitoring and evaluating the ·
was conducted and on the
progress of returnee
26th of April 2018, the total
resettlement. Additionally, the
amount of N17, 930,000
verification exercise is for the
was paid out to returnees as
purpose of ascertaining the
third stipend.
where about of returnees that
have been received and
registered into the data base of
The government of Edo State,
the taskforce. With the
under the leadership of Mr
conclusion of each verification
Godwin Obaseki has shown
exercise, the taskforce makes
commitment to the welfare of
payment directly into the bank
returnees in the state with the
accounts of returnees. The
total amount of N60, 170, 000
payments are usually made to
(Sixty Million, One Hundred and
different categories of returnees
Seventy Thousand Naira) paid
in the following order; N20, 000
out as stipends to Libya
for single returnees, N25, 000 for
r etur nees. The verification
pregnant returnees, N10, 000
exercise which the taskforce
for children.
conducts prior to the payment od
stipend is still on going.
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"Clearly, we cannot as Edo people,
afford to be stigmatised and taunted anymore
on the issue of human trafficking…It is like
trafficking is now synonymous with Edo state and it is
unacceptable.

As a government, we have decided to take
the bull by the horn and
take actions ourselves.
We cannot accept this disgrace anymore"
……..Governor Godwin Obaseki
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MANAGING MIGRATION
THROUGH DEVELOPMENT
2018 - 2020
The Edo State Government in a
bid to eradicate irregular
migration and promote
economic prosperity and safety
for its citizens in the State,
designed a programme titled
'Managing Migration through
Development'. The programme
is an Edo Specific 'Bottom-up'
response that seeks to address
the problem of human trafficking
and irregular migration in the
State. The programme is
designed to address the scourge
of human trafficking and
irregular migration through four
thematic pillars set out as its
objectives. These pillars which
are stated below align with the
overall development strategic
plan of the State.
1. Returnee Resettlement and
Re-integration
2. Reducing Irregular Migration
3. Eradicating Human
Trafficking
4. Providing Quality Public
Service in at-risk communities

The central aim of the
programme is to improve the
ability of the Government of Edo
State to address the increasing
challenge of human trafficking
and irregular migration in the
State and to maximize the
development gains in the state in
partnership with selected
European countries, civil society
and development partners. In
view of the above, the state held a
Te c h n i c a l R o u n d t a b l e o n
Managing Migration through
development transformation
programme on 23rd of May 2018.
The programme brought
together the Federal Government
of Nigeria, Edo State
Government, European
Commission, World Bank, IOM,
UNDP, NGOs, High Commission
of affected Countries, PrivateSector, related Government
Ministries, Academia and ThinkTanks together to brainstorm.

Gov. Godwin Obaseki addressing the audience in Rome, Italy during
an International Conference on 'Women empowerment and the fight
against trafficking in persons'. The Governor who was accompanied
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Federal Republic of
Nigeria, Rt. Hon. Yakubu Dogara, Speaker of the Edo State House of
Assembly, Hon. Kabiru Adjoto and other members of ETAHT
committee solicited the support of the Italian Government, European
Union and other countries to curb the trend of trafficking in persons
and irregular migration and sustain structures his administration is
building to get youths in the state engaged in productive activities.
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The Chairperson and other members of Etaht paid a courtesy visit to
His Royal Majesty, Omo n' Oba n' Edo Uku Akpolokpolo, Oba of Benin
Kingdom, Oba Ewuare II to formally introduce the Task Force. Etaht
members used the opportunity solicit the support of the traditional
ruler of the Benin Kingdom in the fight against human trafficking and
irregular migration in the state.
PU
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Etaht has been involved in major advocacy programmes across the state with the aim of
sensitising members of the public on the ills of human trafficking and irregular
migration. Since inauguration, ETAHT has organised town hall meetings in Ikpoba
Okha and Oredo Local Government Areas where in measures on how to curb the trend
were extensively discussed. The town hall meetings presented opportunity for some of
the Libya returnees received by Etaht, who have undergone vocational training to
showcase their products. The products which were sold out during the town hall
meetings were produced after acquiring skills from Etaht skilling programmes for
returnees. There has also been series of road shows and market storms around the
Benin metropolis to enlighten and sensitise members of the public on the dangers of
human trafficking and irregular migration in Edo State. Additionally, Etaht has also
been involved in church advocacy programmes in collaboration with the office of the
Senior Special Assistant to the Governor on Anti-Human Trafficking. The church
advocacy programmes has helped to reach out to members of various churches in some
of the endemic communities across different Local Government Areas in the state.

Sis. Florence Nwaonuma, a member of Etaht Committee speaking to
mothers and market women during the Ikpoba Okha Town Hall Meeting
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Mrs Abieyuwa Oyemwense, Secretary to Etaht speaking to participants
at the Oredo Town Hall Meeting
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Cross section of Libya returnees showcasing and marketing their
products during the Oredo Town Hall Meeting

A veteran nollywood film director and producer, Mr Lancelot Imasuen
speaking to mothers and market women at the Oredo Town Hall
Meeting

30

The Chairperson of Etaht, Prof. Yinka Omorogbe and members of the
welcoming team on ground at the Murtala Muhammed International
Airport in Lagos to welcome and receive Libya returnees.
PU
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Etaht organised a community sensitisation programme at Iguemokha town
in Orhionmwon Local Government Area. The records from Etaht data base
of registered Libya returnees put Orhionmwon as one of the most affected
Local Government Areas in Edo State in terms of human trafficking and
irregular migration.

As part of the objectives of Etaht, welcoming and receiving returnees
(victims of human trafficking) from Libya and others parts of the world
with the focus of assisting their successful rehabilitation and reintegration back into the society are major aspect of the work of Etaht.
To carry out this task, Etaht has a team of members that comprise of
medical personnel, Nigeria Police Force, Department of State Security
and the Nigeria Immigration Service who are always on ground to
welcome and receive returnees on their arrival in Nigeria. Thereafter,
Edo indigenes and those residents in Benin, who wish to return to
Benin City are transported by the team to the temporary reception
centre in Edo State.

Elders and fathers of Iguemokha community at the sensitisation
programme

Mothers and market women of Iguemokha community at the
sensitisation programme
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A Libya returnee speaking on the dangers of irregular migration to
members of Iguemokha community at the sensitisation programme
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Cross section of Etaht staff with school students during a sensitisation
and awareness programme held in Auchi, Edo State.

Community sensitisation programme at Auchi
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Training and skilling is also a major aspect of the work of Etaht. It is an
area where Etaht is open to collaboration and partnerships. Etaht has
worked in collaboration with a number of NGOs such as Action Aid,
Genuis Hub, Women's Helping Hand and United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) that have trained Libya returnees on different
vocations. In addition, Etaht is creating a pool of NGOs and other
interested groups that have indicated interest in training Libya returnees.
We have some training opportunities so far, but need many more.

Security training for members of Etaht and the investigation unit
UNDP Training on Entrepreneurship

Participants at the UNDP training with the Chief of Staff to
Gov. Godwin Obaseki, Mr Taiwo Akerele at the conclusion of the programme

Cross section of Libya returnees at the Genius Hub training
programme held at Urhokpota Hall in Benin City.
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Contact
Government House, Denis Osadebey Avenue, Benin City.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/etaht
Instagram: Etaht_
Email: etahtbenin@gmail.com
Website: www.etaht.ed.gov.ng
Tel: 0703 735 5184, 0908 166 0693

