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MESSAGE
FROM THE
GOVERNOR

My inauguration of the Taskforce Against Human Trafficking on August 15th 2017, was
driven by my resolve to aggressively and decisively attack the menace of human
trafficking that had impacted adversely on society in all its ramifications, in Edo state.
Two years later, I am happy to note that not only is the Taskforce is well on the way to
fulfilling its mandate, but that it is now a recognised national and global force in the fight
against human trafficking. Not only has it built upon the activities of its first year of
existence, it has forged new partnerships, and consolidated on its previous gains.
Happily, statistics show that figures of irregular migrants from Edo State have fallen.
My resolve remains unshaken. The work of the Taskforce continues to have my full
support, and I remain committed to sustainable development and total wellbeing of
every citizen and resident of Edo State. I look forward to a day when the youths of the
state will come to the full realisation that their dreams of a better and prosperous future
can be realised in Edo State.
God bless Edo State, and God bless Nigeria.
GODWIN N. OBASEKI
Governor of Edo State
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REMARKS
FROM THE
CHAIRPERSON

The Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking has come a long way. We are pleased
that today we have become a voice to be reckoned with, and a principal actor in the fight
against human trafficking in Edo State.
This report gives an overview of our activities during our second year, from August 2018
to August 2019.
We will welcome any comments and suggestions that help us to become even more
effective. Above all, our aim is to succeed in our assignment to totally eradicate human
trafficking in Edo State.
Kind regards.
PROF YINKA OMOROGBE
FNAEE, FICMC
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Vision
To eradicate the menace of human trafficking in Edo State
Mission and Objectives
To reduce the problem of human trafficking in Edo State
To research and promote strategies to eradicate human trafficking
To assist in the support and rehabilitation of victim of
human trafficking in Edo State
To work in collaboration with relevant agencies/bodies
in addressing the problem of human trafficking

ETAHT STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK

1

To reduce the problem
of human trafficking
in Edo State

2

To research and
promote strategies to
eradicate human
trafficking

3

To assist in the support
and rehabilitation of
victim of human
trafficking in Edo State

4

To work in collaboration
with relevant agencies/
bodies in addressing
the problem of human
trafficking

Building Institutional Capacity on anti-trafficking
Promoting Human Right and Supporting Victims
Investigating and Prosecuting traffickers
Advocacy and Awareness Raising
Providing Quality Public Services in at risk Communities
Strengthening Government Social Policies
Field Research on the root causes of human trafficking
Workshops and Conferences
Periodic Assessment

Returnee Management/Reintegration
Supporting Regular Migration
Encouraging Voluntary Return
Skill Development

Regular meetings with stakeholders
Partnership
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BACKGROUND OF EDO STATE

Edo State was created from the old Bendel State in August 27, 1991 by the regime of
General Ibrahim Babangida who was Head of State at the time. It is situated in the mid
southwest of the country and covers 17,802 square kilometers. Edo State lies at
elevations between 500 feet (150 m) in the south and more than 1,800 feet (550 m) in
the north. Tropical rain forest covers most of the area. The 2014 estimated population
of Edo state is 5 million people. The Bini speaking people are located in the southern
part, and occupy seven out of the eighteen Local Government Areas of the state, They
constitute about 57% of the population; The remaining population consist of the Esan
ethnic group which inhabits the central parts of the state and are about 17%; the
Etsako, Owan and Akoko Edos are in the northern part of the state and comprise 13%,
8%, 5% respectively. The State has a high mix of residents from other parts of the
country and the world possibly because it is centrally located and is a hub in several
senses. All road traffic between the western, eastern and northern parts of the country
must pass through the state. It is also a gas and electricity hub because of the pipeline
and grid networks respectively.
The capital, Benin City, is over 1000 years old, and is the seat of the ancient Benin
Empire, which at its zenith covered large areas of southern Nigeria. The Benin people
th
have a long history of contact with Europeans, dating back to the 15 century, when it
was a highly developed seat of civilization and culture. It is known for its moat and
walls, which the largest manmade earthworks in the world; and for exquisite bronze
and ivory works which are found in the leading museums of the world, mainly due to
the notorious sacking of the Benin empire by the British, in 1897- .
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As far back as the 16 century, Olfert Dapper a renowned Artist of the time
eloquently described the Benin Kingdom in these words:
“Houses are built alongside the streets in good order, the one close to the other,
adorned with gables and steps … they are usually broad with long galleries
inside, especially so in the case of the houses of the nobility, and divided into
many rooms which are separated by walls made of red clay, very well erected.”
He added that wealthy residents kept these walls “as shiny and smooth by
washing and rubbing as any wall in Holland can be made with chalk, and they are
like mirrors. The upper storeys are made of the same sort of clay. Moreover,
every house is provided with a well for the supply of fresh water”.
It was further described as being free of crime and hunger.
Agriculture is the mainstay of the economy. Yams,cassava (manioc), oil palm produce,
rice, and corn are the major subsistence crops, while rubber, timber, and palm oil and
kernels are cash crops; Mineral resources include limestone and lignite, rubber, timber.
It is also a petroleum producing state and the home of Nigerian Petroleum
Development Company, which is the producing arm of the Nigerian Petroleum
Producing Corporation (NNPC).
Notwithstanding, in recent times, the state has been known as the home country for
the majority of trafficked persons from Nigeria, and also accounts for the highest
proportion of known Nigerian irregular migrants. About 60% of people being flown
back from the conflict–ridden state of Libya by the International Organisation for
Migration over the past two years are from Edo State.
People are a nation's greatest resource, and Edo is bleeding from the loss of its several
thousands of young men and women as a result of human trafficking and irregular
migration. Happily this problem has been tackled aggressively by the Edo state
government, through the Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking (ETAHT).
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The Chairperson of the Taskforce
Prof. Yinka Omorogbe and a
Director Generalof NAPTIP
Dame Julie Okah - Donli
(From L-R)

His Excellency Mr Godwin Obaseki, Governor of Edo State took a major leap forward in
the fight against human trafficking by establishing The Edo State Taskforce Against
Human Trafficking, as the state entity with the specific mandate to combat and
eradicate human trafficking and work toward changing the perception of the people on
irregular migration. The 21 person Taskforce, chaired by the Attorney General and
Commissioner for Justice, Prof. Yinka Omorogbe, was inaugurated on the 15th of
August 2017 by His Excellency.
Since inception the Taskforce has made giant strides working on a framework built on
four thematic pillars simply referred to as the four Rs:
Reintegration and rehabilitation,
Reorientation,
Retribution; and
Research.
Each of these Pillars is treated separately in the chapters that follow. The Taskforce is
pleased to state that its activities have caused a shift in the narration of human
trafficking in Edo state.
ETAHT
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Assessment Report
The year under review saw renewed financial and technical commitment by the
government of Edo State to the fight against TIPs in the State, consolidating on work
done the previous year where most of the resources and time spent were on dealing
with the consequences of irregular migration. This year, the amphasis of ETAHT was on
continuing and improving on activities of the previous year, such as the Welcome
Programme under which the numerous migrants from Libya have been received and
catered for and rehabilitated back into society. Significantly, it was also concerned with
decisively deepening its activities to attack the root causes of irregular migration, and
the push and pull factors that are increasing the vulnerability of young people in the
state. For this reason, Perception Study was commissioned at the end of 2018, and
activities to strengthen capability and increase community engagements in various
ways were central to the work.
ETAHT's activities have yielded tremendous results in different areas, such as in the
area of community sensitization and awareness raising. Happily our efforts have been
recognized by the United State of America in its 2019 report of trafficking in persons
where it stated that: the Government of Nigeria has demonstrated overall increasing
efforts compared to the previous reporting period; therefore Nigeria was upgraded to
Tier 2.
The Taskforce was also extremely gratified by the recognition given by NAPTIP during
the visit by the Director General Dame Julie Okah-Donli on 19th March 2019, and the
fact that the Edo state model is now advocated by them. As a result there are now
Taskforces Against Human Trafficking in Delta, Ondo and Borno states.
Sustaining interventions:
To fully accomplish the target of providing protection and an overall social inclusion for
all trafficked victims and the repression of the scourge of human trafficking, the
various anti-trafficking interventions that address the push factors must be
sustainable and institutionalized. In the light of this, ETAHT has developed policies and
strategic pathway working with various stakeholders to build a support system that
will ensure continuous and strong resilience in local communities and creating
information flow on the issue of human trafficking.
ETAHT has intensified its community sensitization and awareness raising by
organizing town hall meetings, door to door community sensitisation, and market
storms across the state to build resilience and prevent the continuous occurrences of
ETAHT
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incidence of human trafficking. During the community dialogues, local institutions and
their leadership are usually engaged to carry on with the conversation against unsafe
travel. The Taskforce has a strong collaboration with both local and international
partners and they have supported its work in different areas.
- The IOM, ICMPD, MADE/DAI, UNHCR, DFID, US Embassy & Consulate in Nigeria,
The Italian Embassy in Nigeria, PATHFINDERS, GPI, Office of the Senator
Representing Edo South Senatorial District and many others.

European Union

US Embassy &
Consulate in Nigeria,
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CHAPTER 2

COMPONENT ONE:
REHABILITATION AND
REINTEGRATION
The Government of Edo State has kept its commitment of reintegrating stranded Edo
indigenes and residents that left home in search for better alternatives in Europe. It has
expanded the scope of its rehabilitation program putting to work steps that will ensure
an overall social inclusion of all returnees in its scheme. From inception to August 15th
2019 the Taskforce has received 5101 returnees. Within the year under review, a total
of 756 persons were received. The drop in numbers is reflective of the fact that the
repatriation flights of the European Union assisted flights which are coordinated by the
International Office of Migration were far fewer during this period, and had overall, a
smaller number of Edo persons on each flight, as can be seen from the table below.

Year
2017
2018
2019
Total

Number of Returned Migrants
7170
7598
5451
20,219

No of Edo Persons
3214
2899
989
7102
Source: IOM Nigeria

The reintegration scheme of ETAHT is in line with international guidelines which
commences with the welcoming and receiving activity. This activity is an indispensable
part of ETAHT's comprehensive approach to migration management, which is aiming at
ensuring the orderly and humane return and reintegration of irregular migrants and
victims of trafficking, working closely with the International Organization for
ETAHT
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Migration (IOM) and National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA). NEMA
informs a team from the committee about pending arrivals of return migrants from
Libya. The ETAHT team then travels to meet the flight and welcomes back all Edo
indigenes and residents who are on those flights with dignity, and transport those who
wish back to Benin City. On arrival the process of rehabilitation and reintegration
commences.

ETAHT REHABILITATION & REINTEGRATION PROCEDURES
Airport Welcome and Receiving Exercise
A four-man team (comprising representatives from
ETAHT, the Nigerian Police Force (NPF), The Nigerian
Immigration Service (NIS), and the Department of State
Service (DSS)) welcomes the returnees upon their
arrival at the Murtala Mohammed International Airport
and assists the International Organization for
Migration (IOM) and the Nigerian Emergency
Management Agency (NEMA) with the initial profiling
exercise.

Provision of Medical Diagnosis and Assistance
Returnees who require urgent medical attention are
immediately attended to by professional medical
doctors. Those who require further medical treatment
are referred to Central Hospital.

01

05

Transportation to Edo State

Handing out Welcome Packs

After the returnees have been profiled and given first
aid treatment, those who are Edo State indigenes or
residents are selected and transported by buses to the
State capital - Benin City.

Upon reception, a basic welcome pack is handed to the
returnees to cater to their immediate hygiene needs.
The welcome pack comprises bathroom slippers, a bar
of soap, a sponge, toothpaste, a toothbrush, a towel,
underwear and a t-shirt.

06

02
Welcoming to Edo State

General Address and Statement

The Secretary of the Taskforce and a welcome team
receive the returnees at Motel Benin Plaza, which
serves as a temporary 3-day shelter for returnees. The
welcome team consists of profilers, social workers,
medical doctors, members of the Edo Internal
Revenue Service (EIRS), investigators and welfare
officers.

After they arrive and have been given their welcome
packs, a trained counsellor gives them a welcome
address and informs them of the profiling exercise and
the various processes they need to go through. After
this exercise, the returnees are given food and water
as refreshment.

03

First Aid Administration and Treatment

07

Counseling
Individualized counseling for all returnees is provided
by a team of trained social workers, led by Reverend
Sister Florence Nwaunoma, who is also a member of
the Taskforce.

Upon arrival, an initial medical examination is carried
out on the returnees to ascertaining the level of
physiological assistance needed by each returnee. This
is carried out by trained medical professionals on
behalf of the Edo State Taskforce.

04

08
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ETAHT REHABILITATION & REINTEGRATION PROCEDURES

Profiling and Interviewers
To improve our services, and assist us with knowing
more about our areas of focus, vital information is
collected from each returnee. Some of the information
includes their bio data, details of their journey, reasons
for travelling, previous occupation, and expectations
upon return

Temporary Shelter/Accommodation
After the profiling exercise is completed temporary
accommodation is giving to returnees who don't have
an immediate place to stay. The accommodation facility
is available to them for 3 days.

09

Security Screening and Investigation/Protection

14

Reunion with Family Members
Returnees who have family homes and family members
they can stay with in Benin City are allowed to go home
to their family and friends.

Seven investigators and security agents are present
during the profiling exercise to collect information
about alleged traffickers and their accomplices, and
other security information.

10

Taking Bio Metric Data
After the returnees have been profiled and screened,
representatives from the Edo State Internal Revenue
Service, take their bio-metric data. This data is tied to
their tax identification number and card.

11

Photo Passport/Identification
In order to easily identify returnees under our welcome
programme the Taskforce issues customized
identification card to returnees. During the profiling
exercise their pictures are taken for this purpose.

12

Contacting Family Members and Loved Ones
Phones are made readily available to returnees to
contact their family members to inform them of their
return.

13

15

Vocational Training and Empowerment
Training programmes for returnees are considered to
be a major aspect of the activities of the Taskforce. The
vocational training programmes for returnees give
opportunities to returnees to learn a vocation/skill that
will help them to be useful to the society.

16

Monitoring and Evaluation
The Taskforce uses different methods to monitor and
evaluate the returnees under the welcome programme.

17

Payments of Stipends for 3 months
A 3 month stipend for returnees was approved by His
Excellency, Mr Godwin Obaseki. It commenced from
the last quarter of 2017 for the first batch of returnees
that the Taskforce received on the 7th of November
2017.

18
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THE WELCOME PROGRAMME

The Taskforce committee as at August 2019, has sponsored 60 trips to Lagos to welcome
returnees and has so far received four thousand nine hundred and forty three (4971)
returnees who were voluntary returned from Libya through the International
Organisation for Migration (IOM) support programme

COUNSELING
Counseling is a crucial aspect in the reintegration process it provides a deep
understanding of the psychological state of the victim in order to appropriate the right
treatment plan for them. The Committee has a team of certified counselors which
include persons from the Ministry of Social Development and Gender Issues. The team
makes use of interactive therapy to assist its service users, collect case history data,
evaluate and take not of the most vulnerable returnees. Other techniques used are
personal interview, interest and aptitude test.
The returnees under the reintegration scheme have gone through/are still going
through a form of psychological evaluation and counseling. The category of the service
users are mainly children, pregnant women, the sick and those that have special needs.
One of the major challenges of the counseling unit in the rehabilitation of returnees is
the provision of a suitable shelter to aid the rehabilitation process.
ETAHT has been making use of private shelters to house persons that require
intensive care. Generaly these have been young women with children who are not
able to go home for various reasons. We are extremely grateful to these shelters, but
they have not been able to cope with the needs of these people. This has highlighted
the need for a shelter that will specifically cater for the needs of irregular migrants
and victims of human trafficking
ETAHT
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ETAHT REHABILITATION CENTER
In addition to health, training, stipends and other social support render to returnees,
shelters are an essential element to the success of any rehabilitation programme.
Lessons learnt, revealed that victims of human trafficking that are hurriedly returned
to live with their families are being returned to the exact situation that pushed them out
from home in the first place. They therefore require longer periods of shelter than we
are presently able to give.
In a bid to support the victims of human trafficking to cope with the consequence of
their return the State Government is currently constructing a world class shelter for
the rehabilitation of victims of human trafficking. The victims would be allowed to stay
in the shelter for as long as their rehabilitation process last. The shelter is about sixty
percent completion, is located in the heart of the city and will have all the necessary
facilities to provide comprehensive needed support.

Gate house

Indoor Sport Hall

Female Hostel

Dinning/Kitchen
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Counselling Block

Clinic

Care Givers Quarter

Seminar/ Skill Acquisition Hall

Male Hostel

Administrative block

The targeted time for the shelter to be completed is April 2020
When completed there will be 100 beds for both male and female victims in two
separate hostels. When it starts, it will be an open shelter where victims can move
freely.
ETAHT
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MEDICAL ACTIVITIES
The Task force provides a holistic medical care for all returnees using a treatment plan
that starts from

Administering first aid
treatment to returnees
in Lagos Airport before
transporting them to
Benin City.

Full medical
diagnosis/ Laboratory
screening in Benin City

Treatment/
Referral

This treatment plan is carried out in collaboration with all Government health facilities
in Edo State, like the Central Hospital, Stella Obasanjo Hospital, Federal Neuro
Psychiatric Hospital and the University of Benin Teaching Hospital.

Below are the results of Medical Diagnosis/screening.
The conditions managed were mainly malaria, body itch and skin infection,
osteromgilitis,generalized rashes, poor nutrition, upper respiratory tracts infection (UTIs),
peptic ulcer diseases, genitourinary tract infections, depression, illicit substance use disorder,
frank psychosis, hypertension, pelvic inflammatory disease, gunshot wounds, HIV,
tuberculosis and immunization for children.

Analysis of 1845 cases attended to during
First Aid treatment from Dec. 2017-2019

ETAHT
PAGE 18

Rehabilitation and Reintegration

Laboratory Tests Conducted from
Dec.2017 - Aug. 2019

Post Arrival Treatment
Total tests
Conducted

NB: All medical cases managed were fully paid by the Taskforce
An average of 80% of the total number of returnees received by the Taskforce received one
medical care or the other, and the office continues to receive any returnees that have medical
concerns after they have returned home.
ETAHT
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MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF THE REINTEGRATION PROCESS
The Taskforce uses different methods in monitoring returnees under the reintegration
programme, such as:
Monitoring through Reintegration Committee initiated by the IOM and coordinated
by the Taskforce.
Regular Meetings with beneficiaries of the re integration programme
REPORT ON THE CASE MANAGEMENT EXPERT TEAM
The Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking has been coordinating the Case
Management Expert Team (CMET) set up by the International Organization for
Migration since August 2018.The team comprises of 14 governmental agencies and 8
Non-Governmental Organization.
The governmental agencies include:
1. Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking (ETAHT)
2. Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency (SMEDAN)
3. National Directorate of Employment (NDE)
4. Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC)
5. Ministry of Wealth Creation, Cooperatives and Employment
6. National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP)
7. Ministry of Justice
8. Ministry of Health
9. Ministry of Women Affairs
10. Ministry of Agriculture
11. Ministry of Communication and Orientation (MCO)
12. Industrial Training Fund (ITF)
13. Ministry of Youths and Special Duties
14. Federal Ministry of Labor and Employment
The Non-Governmental Organization includes:
1. NAME Foundation
2. Patriotic Citizens Initiative (PCI)
3. FULIFE
4. Idia Renaissance
5. Society for the Empowerment of Young Persons (SEYP)
6. Girls Power Initiative (GPI)
7. Pathfinders Justice Initiative
8. COSUDOW
ETAHT
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The major aim of the CMET is to ensure that the reintegration of the returned migrant is
sustainable.
The CMET has assisted over 1000 returnees in reviewing their business plan during the
business trainings organized by the International Organization for Migration. This
review makes the reintegration process faster for the returnees. During this process
the returnees who seem disturbed are referred for counselling.
The CMET has also been monitoring the businesses of returnees who had been
reintegrated.
FEMALE RETURNEE MEETINGS WITH THE CHAIRPERSON
The Chairperson of the Taskforce, Prof Yinka Omorogbe since August 2018 has been
holding monthly meetings primarily with female returnees who are under the Edo State
Taskforce Welcome Program but which also include those not under the Welcome
Program because they came before its commencement . Some of these girls reside in
Benin City, while others come from neighboring towns like Ekpoma and Uromi. At the
end of the meeting transport allowances are given to the girls who reside in Benin City
while those who live outside Benin City get both transportation and accommodation
for a night if they so desire.
These meetings have created an avenue for the Taskforce to know the specific
challenges that each of these girls encounter when they go back home to their families
and help them find solutions to their problems. The girls also become aware of the
support the Taskforce can render to them.
During these meetings, the girls can talk with the Chairperson and in that process, she
gets to know what their problems are and how to assist them in getting the needed help
to keep themselves going.
During the first meeting that was held in August 2018, some of the girls especially those
with young children informed the Chairperson that they were having accommodation
issues. Their families were mounting lots of pressure on them to move out of their
houses. The Taskforce provided accommodation for the girls and their babies, for a
period of one year and provided them with the opportunity of acquiring the skills of
their choice.
The major complaints from these girls are the difficulty in getting jobs and their interest
in learning skills. The Chairperson set up measures in place to ensure that every girl that
attends the meeting should benefit from a vocational training of their choice that will
serve as a source of income to them on the long run. The Chairperson advised them on
the need to pick a skill that they can sell and make money for themselves so as not to
ETAHT
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depend on anybody for assistance. So far 80% of the girls who attend the meetings have
benefited from at least one training program.
In the course of these meetings the Chairperson of the Taskforce usually encourages
the girls to strive for excellence in their respective businesses. She gives them real life
stories of what successful business men and women do to improve on their businesses
like taking the business to customers and not waiting for customers to come to them.
These meetings also give the girls the opportunity to have counselling sessions with the
counselor in the Taskforce secretariat. During this session the counselor gets to know
who is having one challenge or the other and how to know who needs further
counseling and she immediately invites them for further counseling because at some
point some of them get confused as to what they really want to do for a living. The
Counsellors hold private counseling sessions to help the person know what to do and
how to go about it and if need be, refer to a psychologist for further attention.

The Chairperson of ETAHT with Some of the girls
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SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING
The training and skills development programme of the Taskforce emphasizes on needsbased vocational training and empowerment for returnees, with the aim to raise their
incomes and improve their standards of living.
Our integrated approach also factors in psychosocial support considering the trauma
our returnees have been through. We believe that if we help returned migrants to
successfully deal with their conflict, they will emerge with psychological strengths that
will serve them well for their rest of their lives.
Over half of the returnees under the Taskforce Welcome Programme attempted to
travel abroad seeking economic benefits because they were either unemployed or
unemployable. As a result of this, the Taskforce has been offering trainings and skills
development with its partners that seeks to:
1. Improve the employability of the returned migrants and grant them equal access
to employment.
2. Match their skills and competences with the right vocation.
3. Partner with relevant stakeholders to create viable projects that provide
employment and business opportunities for returnees.
4. Provide lucrative value chain systems and provide off takers for returnee
businesses.
5. Integrate returnees in government projects and activities, e.g the proposed
returnee road traffic unit.
6. Develop suitable manpower that is relevant to industry needs.
7. Design gender-sensitive vocational training systems.

Below are some of the programmes organised for returnees from August 2018 to
August 2019
A. The British American Tobacco Nigeria (BATN) foundation in collaboration with
the Taskforce has trained and empowered 100 returnees in the areas of welding,
tailoring, bead making and make up. The graduation ceremony was held on
December 6, 2018. The selected returnees currently have a fully equipped shop
space on Airport Road.
B. In May, 2019, some of the returnees under the Taskforce Welcome Programme
benefited from the Agri-Business training by The Ministry of NDDC and Senator
Matthew Urhoghide.
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NUMBERS OF BENEFICIARIES

MAKE UP
139

BASIC
SEWING
84

GELE TYING
139

FASHION
DESIGNING
119

BEAD
MAKING
32

AUTO
ELECTRICAL
12

POULTRY
15

CROP
FARMING

AUTO
MECHANIC

COSMETOLOGY

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
WORKSHOP

9

9

152

22
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TESTIMONIES /STORIES OF BENEFICIARIES
My name is Mary Ayemere, I am from Irrua, Esan central
Edo State, I lost my parents at a very tender age, and I had
to move to Lagos to further my education. Schooling in
Lagos wasn't easy, I had to stop going to school because
of lack of funds, and I had to do menial jobs to make ends
meets for me and my siblings. I started my journey to
Europe on the 25th of July 2016; I left Benin for Kano en
route to Niger republic. Getting to Niger republic
Agadez, we were told to buy 25 liters keg of water and
extra 5 liters of water which they called "BIDON”, Life
was tough in Niger and we were treated like animals. We
departed Agadez through the Sahara desert to Libya, we
boarded a vehicle (Toyota hilux) which was carrying over
45 persons .I almost died there because of the sand in the desert, I could not breathe
very well, everybody thought I was asthmatic. We spent over 7 days in Sahara desert.
Arriving Tripoli (Libya) was another hell, People were being sold for as low as 600
dinars, eating was a problem. Ladies were raped; the men sold or told to do hard jobs
for survival. People were made to sleep in uncompleted buildings. As a result of these
difficulties I experienced in Libya, I had to report myself to Nigeria Embassy that I
want to go back to home. I came back to Nigeria on the 14th of Jan. 2018 by a
chartered flight of the Nigerian Government through Port Harcourt International
Airport, and there I met with officials of the Edo State Taskforce Against Human
Trafficking and entered into their reintegration scheme after which I went through
series of counseling, trainings and many other benefits. Today I can say I am fully
rehabilitated; I have clients now calling for bakery and catering service, I am also into
interior decoration and fashion business. I can now say the future looks bright. I am
so happy now; I thank the Governor and the Taskforce for all they have done for me.

My Name is Smart Igbinosa, I am from Iyoko in Orhiomwon
local government, I am a fashion designer, I had a fashion
outfit with 10 Apprentices working under me in Lagos
before I travelled to Libya. When I was a kid, I had big
dreams of travelling Abroad to further learn my trade, I had
two countries I loved to visit then, and they were Turkey
and France. I applied for visa twice and was rejected. I had
to travel by land to Libya, where I saw life and death; it is by
the grace of God that I am alive. It is a story that I am happy
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to share with people today.
The journey from Nigeria to Niger republic (Agadez ) was hell. I spent three weeks in
Niger before we proceeded to Libya. Over 40 people were being packed like
"sardine" in Toyota Hilus vehicle taking us through Sahara desert. I saw dead bodies
in the desert, About 271 people started the journey and people that survived the trip
to Libya were not up to 50, people were made to drink their urine for survival.
Getting to Libya, I saw people kidnapped and sold like slaves, some were shot to
death if they did not have money to free their selves. I had to pay 800 U.S dollars to
free myself; over 10 people were shot in my present because they did not have
money to free their selves. The Libya experience was a terrible one for me, it was like
using your money to buy your death. I stayed in Libya for over a year, it was hell in a
cell. One Day in Tripoli, I met an IOM official, who I explain my predicament to and
later assisted me, back to Nigeria, where I met officials of the Edo state Taskforce
Against Human Trafficking in Lagos who later assisted me back to Benin. They have
supported me in starting my business again. Today I now own a workshop where I
make clothes, shoes and bags. I am grateful to the Governor, the Taskforce and the
Chairperson for all the assistance.

My name is Amos Oghogho; I am 29yrs old, and I am
from Benin City, Edo state. I was schooling in Lagos,
when I saw my friends picture in Facebook, and learnt
that he was in Italy. I was so amazed to see his pictures,
and I later chatted with him and he said, he went to Italy
via Libya. He told me if I want to embark on the journey, I
should tell him, and that it will not take me 2 weeks to get
to Italy.
Travelling to Libya was not easy for me, I have to travel to
Niger republic first where I spent over one month
because of different traffickers who was moving me
from one location to another. After departing Niger
republic, We travelled to Agadez, which is the border of Northern Niger and the
Sahara desert, and the major transit point from West Africa to Libya, where we spent
over 2 weeks, I was surprised because I have spent over 8 weeks going to Abroad,
and I was told 2 weeks that I will get to Italy.
We finally got to Sabha which was the transit point in Libya and people were sold like
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slaves for not having money and ladies were being raped, I wept for them, asking
myself
why I embarked on this dangerous journey. Some people were taken to prison for
not having money to free their selves. My "Burger" (trafficker) came and took me to
"Subrata" which was very close to Mediterranean Sea. When we got to Subrata, the
city was in serious crisis. Due to this crisis, I reported at the Nigeria embassy to tell
them that I wanted to go back home and that I did not want to travel to Italy again,
and that is how they prepared my documents, and two days later, we were in Nigeria.
On getting to Nigeria, I met officials of the Edo State Taskforce Against Human
Trafficking, who later transported me to Benin from Lagos, and advised me that
there is "HOPE AGAIN". Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking later
contacted me after my treatment and asked me to come with my documents and
credentials. After some months, I got employed by the Edo State Traffic Control and
Management Agency (EDSTMA). "I WISH I NEVER HAD NEVER ATTEMPTED
TRAVELLING ILLEGALLY" I was deceived, if I did not travel illegally, I would have
been done with my education by now.
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COMPONENT TWO:
REORIENTATION; ADVOCACY
& SENSITIZATION
Anti-Trafficking Advocacy and Awareness Raising Activities
The report of our recent research study on the perception of Edo People on
International and Irregular migration shows that one of the major causes of irregular
migration in the State is the wrong mindset of the people. The Taskforce believes that
the eradication of human trafficking and irregular migration can only be achieved by a
change of mindsets and therefore it is taking necessary steps to comprehensively deal
with factors that are promoting vulnerability across the state, these include a
strategically designed sensitization and advocacy program that is tailored to fill the
identified communication gaps and establish feedback channels especially in the rural
areas. Since its inception the Taskforce has been conducting awareness raising
campaigns across the state using various strategies which include Town hall meetings,
road shows, market storms, documentaries, radio jingles, Tv adverts, social medial
engagement, fliers, stickers, magazines, and community sensitization programmes.
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The Chairperson of the Taskforce Prof. Yinka Omorogbe and CSP Josephine Etaluku, with
members of the Taskforce arriving at the town hall meeting held in Uromi, Esan North East.

Question and Answer section at the Uromi town hall meeting
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The Chairperson of the Taskforce, Chairman of Esan North East and a cross section
of chiefs at Uromi, town hall meeting

The Chairperson of the Taskforce, Chairman of Esan North East and returnees
at Uromi, town hall meeting
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ETAHT staff distributing sensitisation materials during town hall meeting at Ehor Community
in Uhunmwonde Local Government Area

A cross section of Chiefs at the town hall meeting held at Ehor community
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A drama presentation on human trafficking during a town hall meeting at Ehor Community
in Uhunmwonde Local Government Area

Chief Amos Okounghae giving a good will message during Ehor town hall meeting
in Uhunmwonde Local Government Area
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The chairperson of the taskforce arriving at Egor Local Government Area town hall meeting

A cross section of market women at Egor Local Government Area town hall meeting
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Mrs Unyime Johnson from UNHCR giving here goodwill message at Egor town hall meeting

The chairperson of the task force exchanging pleasantries with the chairman Egor L.G.A
( Hon. Eghe Ogbemudia) at Egor town hall meeting
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The town hall meetings involve different classes of people living in the various
communities across the state like Community heads, Chiefs, youth associations,
market women associations, religious organizations and students from various schools
in the communities. During these meetings, participants are enlightened on the issues
of human trafficking by experts, employing social behavioural change communication
strategies after which feedbacks are gotten during an extensive interactive session.
The town hall meeting also serves as an opportunity to intimate the public about the
interventions of ETAHT in terms of reintegration of Edo indigenes, the evil of human
trafficking, the law that prohibit the crime and the consequences of involving in it . The
returnees are also given time to share testimonies of their experiences traveling
irregularly and what they are doing now through the Taskforce reintegration scheme
and those that have completed their training programs are given the opportunity to
showcase their product at the town hall meetings.
Additionally the Taskforce has conducted series of market storms and door to door
sensitization this year, to enlighten members of the public of the danger associated with
irregular migration and also disseminate information about regular means of
migration. There has been a significant behaviourial change and increase awareness of
the public as a result of the continuous sensitizationof ETAHT which has spurred other
actors (NGOs, CSOs and Government agency) to become more active in the campaign
against human trafficking.
Community Sensitization
On 6th October 2018 the Taskforce took its campaign to some major markets in
Uromi town, Amedokhian. Arue, Awo, Efandion and Egbele. in Esan North East L.G.A
On 9th October 2018 the Taskforce continue the campaign in Eguare,Eko ibadin,
Ewoyi, Idumoza, Obedu, Ivue, Still in Esan North East L.G.A
20th October 2018 the Taskforce went on door to door sensitization program in
Eguare,Eko ibadin, Ewoyi, Idumoza, Obedu, Ivue, in Esan North East L.G.A
25th October 2018 conducted another door to door sensitization program in Uromi
town ESAN NORTH EAST.

Numbers of Advocacy Activities Since Inception

SIX
TOWN HALL
MEETINGS

FIVE
DOOR TO
DOOR
CAMPAIGNS

TWENTY
MARKET
STORMS

5 MONTHS
RADIO/TV
JINGLES/ADVERT

TWO STAGE
PLAY
PRODUCTION
(FALLING STAR)
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ETAHT Door to Door sensitisation in Uromi

Distribution of advocacy materials during the Door to Door sensitisation in Uromi

ETAHT
PAGE 36

Reorientation; Advocacy & Sensitization

ETAHT Market sensitisation in Uromi

ETAHT Market sensitisation in Uromi

ETAHT
PAGE 37

Reorientation; Advocacy & Sensitization

ETAHT community sensitisation in Esan North East

ETAHT Market sensitisation in Egor L.G.A
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ETAHT Market sensitisation in Egor L.G.A

ETAHT advocacy team
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REVOCATION OF OATHS AND CURSES ON VICTIMS OF
HUMAN TRAFFICKING BY THE OBA OF BENIN
One of the major setbacks in combating human trafficking in the state has been the
influence of oath taking by victims as part of their recruitment process. Traffickers
supposedly use this oath to intimidate their victims not to speak or challenge them in
court; this has hindered most of the investigating efforts of the state agencies for a long
time now. It became Imperative on 9th March 2018, for His Royal Majesty (Omo n'oba
n'edo uku akpolokpolo Ewuare II N'ogidigan, the Oba Benin) as the spiritual head of all
the deities of the land to invoke his inherent powers as the spiritual embodiment of
Benin City to nullify all the curses and oaths of secrecy ministered on all victims of
human trafficking. This singular act by the Oba has made our work as a committee
easer, some victims are now free to talk to us about their traffickers and testify against
them in court. We hope that many more will come as we continue to push this message
of freedom to them because many of them are still not aware of the revocation.
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ETAHT ONLINE
As part of its advocacy strategy, ETAHT has an effective online presence, with an active
website that hosts a whole lot of many features. The website which is www.etaht.org has
helped to further enlighten the people on the current issues of migration and what
ETAHT is doing to combat human trafficking in Edo State.
Alongside the website, ETAHT has active social media platforms that keep its followers
abreast with its regular activities and also provide a forum for interaction and
feedbacks.

@EtahtP
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COMPONENT THREE:
RETRIBUTION; PROSECUTING
OFFENDERS
INTRODUCTION TO THE ANTI TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS LAW
EDO STATE TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS PROHIBITION LAW
The enactment of the Edo State Trafficking in Persons Prohibition Law (ESTPPL) in
March, 2018 has provided an effective and comprehensive legal and institutional
framework for the prohibition, prevention, detection, prosecution and punishment of
human trafficking and related offenses in Edo State. The law addresses the peculiar
nature of human trafficking offenses in the State, and amongst other things provides
for expedited justice delivery for victims and conviction of offenders.
The law seeks to deter people from committing human trafficking offences Edo State,
as well as provides compensation for victims of human trafficking. The law imposes
strict penalties for the offences of human trafficking, which include a minimum term of
five (5) years imprisonment and a minimum fine of N1,000,000.00(One Million Naira).
The law further seeks to prohibit trafficking for sexual exploitation and forced labour. In
the case of sexual exploitation, the law provides for a minimum of Five (5) years
imprisonment and minimum fine of N500,000.00 (Five Hundred Thousand Naira),
while that of forced labour attracts a minimum of Five (5) years imprisonment and
minimum of N1,000,000.00(One Million Naira) fine. The law also prohibit the
recruitment of persons less than 18 years for sexual exploitation, recruitment of
persons for pornography, recruitment of persons for use in armed conflicts,
procurement of persons for organ harvesting, slave dealing, etc. The punishment for
the offences mentioned above attracts as high as minimum of Seven (7) years
imprisonment and a minimum fine of N1,000,000.00 (One Million Naira), with the
exception of recruitment for organ harvesting and buying and selling of human beings,
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which attract the same term of imprisonment and a minimum fine of N5,000,000.00
(Five Million Naira) and N2,000,000.00 (Two Million Naira) respectively.
The passage of the law has added vigour to the prosecution of suspects with cases now
being prosecuted at the High Court of Edo State. ETAHT strongly believe that there
must be retribution for this heinous crime that has taken a toll on the State.
POWERS OF THE TASKFORCE
The powers of the taskforce are provided in Section of the law which states as follows:
The Taskforce shall have the power to—
(a) Formulate and provide general policy guidelines for the discharge of the
functions of the Taskforce and any other law in Nigeria;
(b) Monitor and ensure the implementation of the policies and programmes of
the
Taskforce;
(c) Investigate whether any person, body or entity has committed an offence
under this law or the offence of trafficking under any other law;
(d) Enter into any premises, property or conveyance for the purpose of
conducting searches in furtherance of its functions under this law or under any
other law;
(e) Arrest, detain and prosecute offenders under this law or any other law on
trafficking in persons in Nigeria;
(f) Trace, seize, detain or retain the custody, for the purpose of investigation and
prosecution, of any property which the Taskforce reasonably believes to have
been involved in or used in the commission of offences under this law or any
other law;
(g) Seal up premises upon reasonable suspicion of such premises being involved
with or used in connection with offences under this law;
(h) Seek and receive information from any person, authority, corporation or
company without hindrance in respect of the enforcement of any of the
provisions of this law, provided that, the Taskforce shall adopt measures to
encourage the delivery of information from any person, authority, corporation
or company
(i) Fix the allowances and benefits of the members of the Taskforce, staff of the
Secretariat and all other persons engaged in the administration and
enforcement of this law;
(j) Regulate proceedings of the Taskforce and make standing orders with
respect to the holding of its meetings, notices to be given, the keeping of
minutes of its proceedings and such other matters as the taskforce may, from
time to time determine;
(k) Carry out such other functions as are necessary or expedient to ensure the
efficient performance of the functions of the taskforce under this law.
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THE PROSECUTION UNIT
Sequel to the enactment of the ESTPPL the Taskforce immediately set up the
Prosecution Unit, Initially the Unit was composed of 6 state counsel, under the
supervision of the Director of Public Prosecution (DPP). During this year, the number of
counsel were reduced to a total of three. The Prosecution Unit remains supervised by the
Director of Public Prosecutions, Edo State; Mrs. G. E. Adekanmbi. It is headed by Orobosa
Okunbor Esq., an Assistant Chief State Counsel, and include Mrs Ihiese Akenzua, an
Assistant Chief State Counsel and Imonitie Omokhodion Esq., a Senior State Counsel,
drawn from the Edo State Ministry of Justice .
After arraignment and remand by the Judge, the casefiles are sent to the Prosecution
Unit which must render an opinion on whether there is a prima facie case or not. The
opinion is then sent to the Commissioner of Police through the investigating officer. A
copy of the legal opinion is also sent to the suspect or his surety. Where it is ascertained
that there is a prima case in respect of a criminal complaint, information together with a
consent application would be prepared and filed at the criminal court registry. It is
pertinent to point out here that two courts have been set aside by the Chief Judge of Edo
State for the prosecution of human trafficking offences.
Since the establishment of the Prosecution Unit of ETAHT, over 25(Twenty Five) casefiles
have been received from the Commissioner of Police and ETAHT Investigation Unit. The
Prosecution Unit has rendered opinions in all the cases, applications for consent have
been made with respect to all the cases, and trials have commenced in some of them of the
twenty five (25) cases presently pending in court. The prosecution of trafficking cases
comes with its own peculiar challenges. Most of the suspects/defendants are usually
either family members of the victims or persons who live in the same community with
them. Also in some cases, witnesses give addresses that are later found to be fake and this
of course has hampered the prosecution of the cases in court. Again, there is the challenge
of having to cope with courts with heavily loaded dockets, which makes it almost
impossible, in most cases, to get two adjournments in a particular case within the same
month. Nevertheless, the fact that several cases are ongoing with several defendants
being tried in the 25 cases (some of which have 3 or 4 defendants) means that a message is
going out to traffickers and would-be traffickers that it is no longer business as usual.
Hopefully convictions will be made during the coming months.
THE INVESTIGATION UNIT
Investigation is the major tool of the Taskforce in the eradication of the scourge of Human
Trafficking. The investigating unit comprises diligent officers from Nigeria Police Force
(NPF), Department for State Security (DSS) and Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS) and
headed by an officer from the Nigeria Police Force. The unit is directly under the
supervision of the Special Adviser to the Governor on Security DSP (rtd) Yusuf Haruna.
ETAHT
PAGE 45

Retribution; Prosecuting Offenders

The Taskforce investigating unit is responsible for conducting investigation of any
suspected cases of human trafficking in Edo State. From inception the unit has received
and identified over 103 cases of Human Trafficking through petitions and verbal
complaints made during security screening, profiling of returnees and information from
the general public between August 2017 and August 2019. 84 of those cases were
examined and investigated and were found necessary and have been sent to the Human
trafficking Unit of the Department of Public Prosecution (DPP) and 25 of those cases
have been charged to court with 86 suspects undergoing prosecution

Position of the cases in court
Awaiting
hearing
notice
4%

25 cases has been filed by the
Prosecuting unit

Hearing
28%

Female
32%

Plea
64%

Male
68%
Continuation
of hearing of
the last
witness
4%

33

Position of the cases
4

14

10
4
CASES CHARGED
TO COURT

CASES UNDER
INVESTIGATION

CASES KEPT
IN VIEW

CASES TRANSFERRED
TO OTHER
SECURITY AGENCIES

2
CASES WITHOUT
EVIDENCE

CASE READY
FOR ARRAIGNMENT

Over 120 reports were made to the taskforce, 84 of the Cases were received by the
investigating unit , while the Others were frivolous

86 Suspects Arrested

Female
45%

102 Victims of cases processed since
inception

Male
44%
Male
55%

Female
56%
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COMPONENT FOUR:
RESEARCH
Designing and deploying Anti- Human Trafficking interventions in alignment with
harmonized statistical data and research findings is the main setback of efforts to
successfully and effectively implement anti-trafficking activities. ETAHT has fairly
prioritized this issue, laying all its interventions on its robust data and research findings
which have proven to be critical in its success in dealing with the embedded root causes
of Human Trafficking in the State. The Taskforce has so far released two major research
works which have help to direct its strategy and activities, they are:
1. The Root Causes Report, which was an offshoot of the Taskforce's first
Research workshop, held on the 30th of July 2018.
2. A perception Study, which sought to examine changing public perception on
human trafficking and irregular migration among residents in Edo State, so as
to guide and provide strategic direction to the anti-trafficking activities of
ETAHT. The Study was commissioned in March, 2019
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THE PERCEPTION OF EDO PEOPLE ON INTERNATIONAL AND IRREGULAR
MIGRATION
The study adopted a mixed method technique which is a combination of quantitative
and qualitative data collection. The instrument and method include:
One thousand four hundred (1400) questionnaires were administered to members of
the public in ten selected Local Government Areas (LGAs) of Edo State of which 1298
were retrieved from respondents.
In-depth Interviews (IDI's) were conducted among 41 Libya returnees either resident
in Edo State or of Edo state origin as at the time of their departure to Libya; while 10 Indepth Interviews (IDI's) were conducted among some selected key informants in Benin
City. These were 2 Christian leaders, 2 Muslim leaders, 4 leaders from the two
dominant political parties in the State, and 2 traditional leaders. The total number of
respondents in this study was one thousand three hundred and forty eight (1349).
The fieldwork was carried out in 30 communities spread across 10 LGAs in Edo State
from on the 15th of January 2019 to 3rd of February 2019. The Local Government areas
were selected by ETAHT based on the endemic levels of human trafficking prevalence
in such local government areas.
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
Ø Identify prevailing historical influences on the perception of Edo people
to travelling abroad
Ø Determine factors influencing community public perception in Edo State
to travelling abroad
Ø Identify structures and activities for effective anti-trafficking activities of
the ETAHT.
Ø Examine changing public perception on human trafficking and irregular
migration among residents in Edo State.
Ø Examine why human trafficking and ilegal migration is an acceptble
practice in Edo State.
Ø Make recommendations to strengthen the coordinating and
implementation of the anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT in Edo State.
The purpose of the first objective was to identify prevailing historical influences on the
perception of Edo people to travelling abroad. This was intended to find out if Edo
people were aware of any cultural/historical belief that predisposes the Edo's to
travelling abroad.
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Findings

From this findings it was revealed that most of the respondents disagreed with the
hypothesis that 'there were cultural/historical beliefs among the Edo's that encourages
travelling abroad which has increased the number of migrants engaging in human
trafficking'. Out of 1298 respondents 250 respondents representing 19.3% agreed that
there exist cultural/historical beliefs in their community that influence Edo people
(girls) to travelling abroad while 1048 representing 80.7% disagreed. The implication of
this result is that fewer respondents were aware of historical and cultural influences
and majority of respondents do not see any connection or relationship between the
culture or history of Edo people and the prevalence of travelling abroad among the same
set of people.
The study further sought to probe those that agreed that there are certain
cultural/historical belief that predisposes Edo people to travelling abroad.
Findings
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The study therefore identified the following beliefs as being responsible for travelling
abroad:
1. Travelling abroad promotes wealth accumulation
2. Travelling abroad has economic advantages
3. Travelling abroad is driven by loss of moral values in our value system
4. Travelling abroad is encouraged because of the celebration of successful foreign
migrants
5. Travelling abroad is a normal routine of everyday people
The study further sought to uncover any support system that promote unsafe
travelling in the communities
Findings

These results showed that 88% of the respondents disagreed with the idea of arranging
unsafe travelling practice abroad for people in their community while only 12% agreed
to the idea. Out of this numbers (12%) many of them said it was an opportunity to find
work (45.5%) and another said it was an avenue to meet the family need (29.5%) while
14.1% and 10.9% of the respondents affirmed that it has always been that way and
others (without specifying) respectively.
Majority of the respondents agreed that there are no community supports that
encourage unsafe travelling overseas meanwhile 94.9% of respondents agreed that
people in their communities like travelling overseas. While one of the most
predominant forms of travel facilitation in endemic communities is; support for
female/male travellers with plans to work overseas. 91.6% of respondents agreed that
their communities will not provide support to encourage unsafe travel overseas.
Meaning most unsafe travels are disguised as genuine with the intent of misleading
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their victims into human trafficking. Interestingly, 66.9% of the respondents have plans
to travel abroad while 33.1% do not have any plan to travel abroad.
The result from this study showed that majority of the respondents do not agree that
travelling to find work overseas is the best option for young people in Edo state to realize
their potentials.
Majority of respondents disagree that their communities encourage unsafe travel; this
implies that travelling abroad is mainly determined by the family rather than community.
The family is thus the main determinant of travelling overseas.
81.8% respondents were aware that human trafficking is a problem in Edo state. They
identified the problems associated with human trafficking as brain drain, security
challenges, death, forced labour, sexual exploitation, diseases, risk, and loss of values.
On the general perception of travelling abroad 52.9% were positively disposed, 21%
were negatively disposed while 26.1% were indifferent. Majority of respondents agreed
that travelling irregularly to find work overseas is usually unsafe. 88% of respondents
will not support unsafe travels.
The desire to travel out of the country was based on the following; adventure, bad
government policies, desire for a better life and escape from economic hardship in
Nigeria, other reasons are search for education, false hope of picking money abroad,
financial gains and unbridled greed. Some other reasons for travelling include search for
job opportunities, peer pressure to travel abroad, poverty, prostitution and success
story.
The major factor that promotes unsafe travels and irregular migration is poverty this is
followed by unemployment and economic hardship, peer pressure and family pressure
were identified as major factors promoting unsafe travels across endemic communities
in Edo State.
To effectively deal with the scourge of human trafficking in the State majority of the
respondents recommended the following; Create structures for effective antitrafficking; Collaboration with other ant-trafficking agencies; Create an effective
system to enhance prevention instead of damage control; Replicate ETAHT across the
18 LGAs with emphasis on endemic communities; Partner with the government to
create enabling environment, employment and empowerment; Establish an emergency
call platform for information sharing, partner with religious and traditional leaders for
advocacy and awareness creation; Advocacy and sensitization on the ills and cost of
trafficking through town hall meetings, workshops, jingles etc. Provide alternative
solutions (such as employment agencies, ICT hubs, agricultural hubs, scholarship
support programs) to mitigate the problem of trafficking; Arrest and prosecute
offenders and their allies.
The findings of this study have been useful in framing our interventions especially in the
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area of Advocacy and community sensitization. It has exposed new trends, identify
communication gaps and deepened our understanding on the root causes of
Trafficking in Persons in Edo State, therefore helping in directing our strategies and
steps to comprehensively deal with factors that are promoting vulnerability across the
state, Example of such steps include a strategically designed sensitization and
advocacy program like Town Hall meetings, Door to Door campaigns, Market Storms
and Tv and Radio jingles etc. which has indeed brought about an increased awareness
of the danger of human trafficking across the State.

DATA ANALYSIS
th

From inception to August 15 2019 the Taskforce has received 5101 returnees.

60 TRIPS TO LAGOS/PH
100% of them were medically attended to. 10%
had serious medical challenges, have to be admitted.

Male
3391

Female
1471

Children
239

58 of the
girls came
Pregnant

100% Medical diagnosis and laboratory tests.
70 tested positive (giving a positivity rate of 3.52%)
within the period under review and subsequently
referred for treatment, care and support services

Data Analysis of the demographic
characteristics of the 4175 Libya returnees that
consented to be interviewed.
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The typical male / female migrant is 18-25 years old
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EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION
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The typical male or female migrant holds a Senior Secondary Certificate Examination.
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A Typical Female migrant is single, but nearly 50% of males are married.
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A typical Female/Male migrant got the idea of traveling from friends.
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YEAR OF TRAVELING
Year of traveling
1.08.% which represents 43 migrants
traveled within the period of 2018 2019
89.14% which represents 3531
migrants traveled within the period of
2016-2017
6.66% which represents 264 migrants
traveled between 2011 -2015

2020
2018
2016
2014
2012
2010

A typical migrant is most likely to
travel by land to Europe through
North Africa

Year of traveling

2008
2006
2004

2000-2005 2006-2010 2011-2015 2016-2017 2018-2019

2002

4

12

245

2881

43
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REASONS FOR TRAVEL

2000
1800
1600
1400
1200
1000

Reasons for
travel
Economic
Reason
Family Pressure

Male

Female

Total

1584/
36.6% 673/15.5%

52.15%
10.52%

No Job

334/ 7.7% 122/ 2.82%
534/
12.33%177/ 4.088%

I was frustrated

264/ 6.1% 122/ 2.82%

8.92%

I was deceived

113/ 2.61% 25/ 0.58%

3.19%

16.42%

800
600
400
200
0

Peer group
Pressure
Others

91/ 0.22%

47/1.13%

1.35%

162/ 3.74% 79/ 1.82%

5.56%
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CHAPTER 6

SELLING HOPE AND
DEALING IN DREAMS:
OUTLOOK FOR 2020
Since inception, the Taskforce has continued to evolve, in alignment with its resolve
that, within the perimeters of our mandate, there is no circumstance that needs our
attention that we will not be able to respond to. This is because the resolve and
commitment of his Excellency is not only unshaken, but strengthened, as the focus of
this government is on growth and advancement for all indigenes and residents of Edo
State.
As a result, ETAHT has been very effective in achieving its mandate, and is confident
that it will continue to adequately and effectively do all that needs to be done, even as it
engages in new activities and scales new heights.
Our third year of existence shall be one of consolidation and growth- consolidating on
our various achievements, and expanding into new areas of activity. Our Welcome
Programme, which was designed primarily to cater for persons returning from Libya
through the EU-IOM assisted flights, has now been redesigned to accommodate all
persons returning from any part of the world. We expect that our Shelter will be
completed and fully functional in the course of the year. This will increase our
capabilities and make us better able to help our beneficiaries from wherever they may
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be coming to, and to provide medium to long term assistance, including physical and
mental healthcare, for those that require it.
Again, our emphasis this year shall be in the area of investigation and prosecution,
utilising the learning and new techniques that have been acquired by our
investigators, primarily due to the great assistance given to the Taskforce by the
Government of Italy. We expect to record notable successes in this area this year, and
to go all out to dislodge the criminal networks promoting trafficking in persons in the
state. We hope to report successful convictions in our next Annual Report.
We are expanding our presence throughout the state in different ways. In the coming
year, we expect to set up offices in the north and central senatorial districts. These
offices will help bring us closer to vulnerable persons and increase our effectiveness.
It will also complement our advocacy programmes, which we hope to intensify in the
coming year. We plan to organise more town hall meetings, even as we reach out to
schoolchildren through specially designed programmes and after school clubs. We
also plan to also increase our social media presence, so we can increase our global
reach.
In a nutshell, the next twelve months for the Taskforce should be one of growth and
increasing relevance. Above all, it must be one of service to the people that we have
been set up to assist; and one where we progress towards fulfilment of our mandate
to eventually eradicate human trafficking involving Edos, and in Edo State.
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